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WE'VE COME A LONG WAY TOGETHER— 
THE STORY OF A DRUM CORPS 


INFORMATION GATHERED AND PRESENTED IN CONNECTION WITH 
THE CELEBRATION OF FIFTY YEARS OF CONTINUOUS OPERATION BY A 
FIFE, DRUM AND BUGLE CORPS. 


THE STORY OF THIS CORPS IS PRESENTED 
IN THREE PARTS AS FOLLOWS: 


PARTI PEOPLE 


This section deals with the people, past and present who 
have had a partin the functioning of the corps. Included 
in this section is the Corps History as compiled by Miss 
Patricia Cooperman. “Patsy” waded through several 
varied versions of the history to come up with her 
stirring presentation. 


PART II PLACES 


In this section the Corps is seen performing in many 
towns, cities and even countries in which it has 
appeared. This section contains mostly pictures. 


PART III THINGS 


This is the scrap book section of the presentation — 
pictures, letters, anything we thought would be of 
interest and still tell our story. 


DEDICATION 


This presentation is dedicated to every person whose name or picture 
appears within these pages as well as every man, woman and child 
who has ever heard the Corps perform, because without the 
involvement of all mentioned the History of Fifty Years would be 
deficient. 


Many thanks to Jo for proof reading this book. 
In gathering the material presented herein, we tried to cover all 


important people, places and events. We apologize for acts of 
commission and omission that cause concern. We really did our best. 


The Editor 


1979 


The Title for this book is taken from the first line of the Corps Theme Song. The Song was taught or 
introduced to the Corps by Mr. Moeller soon after it became an independant organization in 1952. The 
Song has become rather popular in the World of Fifing and Drumming as the Corps sings it whenever 


and wherever the opportunity arises. The complete words to the song are as follows: 


«WE'VE COME A LONG WAY TOGETHER 

SINCE WE MET ON THE OLD VILLAGE GREEN. 

WE'VE TRAVELLED IN ALL KINDS OF WEATHER, 

BUT TO ME YOU ARE STILL SWEET 16. 

WHO CARES IF YOUR HAIR'S TURNED TO SILVER, 

WE HAVE MEMORIES TO KEEP OUR HEARTS A GLOW, 
WE'VE COME A LONG WAY TOGETHER- 

AND WE STILL HAVE A LONG WAY TO СО!!! 


ABOUT THE EDITOR 
David Leonard Boddie was born April 1, 1918 at 111 Horton Avenue, New Rochelle, 


N.Y. On April 1, 1930 he joined Troup 16, Boy Scouts of America. Because a boy had to be 


а 2nd Class Scout before he could belong to the troop's drum corps, David was notready 


to participate as a playing member on May 30, 1930, but hecould and did march with the 
Color Guard. By September ofthat year hehad passed his Znd Class Test and wastaking 
drum lessons from Mr. Elmer C. Hall, Scoutmaster and instructor. Dave worked hard 
and by May 30, 1931 was able to march down North Avenue, New Rochelle, playing a 
drum. From that day to this Dave has been a member ofthe "corps" through its Scouting 
years, its V.F.W. years and up to the present time as the Charles W. Dickerson Field 
Music, Inc. organization. 

With the coming of Mr. Moeller, Dave had to learn to drum all over again. Having 
learned by rote under Mr. Hall, it was now necessary to learn to read drum music as well 
as master the basic 26 rudiments that comprise most of the beats. In order to break the 
old habits and keep up with the other fellows in the new method, Dave used to spend up to 
eight hours a day practicing. He did not lose his enthusiasm for Scouting, however, and 
in 1934 obtained his Eagle Scout rating, along with his cousin Richard Smith and his 
best friend Charles W. “Fat” Dickerson. 

Dave was a member of the rudimental quartet that won the International Quartet 
(drum) contest held in the Wurlitzer Building in New York City, as part of the N.Y.C. 
Worlds Fairin 1939. The other members of that group were Calvin B. Hill, George Rhett, 
Sr., and James Reavis. 

Also in 1939 Dave entered his only individual snare drum competition and placed 
fifth in a field of some 20 competitors. For about eight years - Sept. 1940 to April 1948 - 
Dave was inactive, as he had moved to New York City, got married, joined the N.Y.C. 
Police Department and went to war, in that order. He returned to civilian life and to the 
Police Department in 1946, and іп 1948 learned that the corps was still in existence and it 
was suggested that he think about returning to it. The suggestion was made by Mr. 
Moeller by letter received on a Wednesday. On the following Monday Dave transferred 
to the Juvenile Aid Bureau of NYPD. This was primarily a 9-to-5 job and meant no more 
working around the clock. On the next Tuesday Dave went to a rehearsal in New 
Rochelle - getting there by bus, subway and train - and he was back with the corps for 
good. 


In 1966 Dave was elected one of the Vice-Presidents of the Company of Fifers and 
1 


ји 


LP sar Й 





BODDIE 
September 1966 


DAVID L. 





Drummers and in 1969 was namedits senior Vice-President. The untimely death of John 
“Buster” Frye in 1972 caused a vacancy in the office of chairman of the Executive 
Committee; Dave was appointed to finish Buster's term of office. 

After Dickerson's second muster in 1967 Dave moved to Washington, D.C., but 
remained very active in both the Corps and the Company. In fact, during his four years 
in Washington he made most ofthe weekend parades, leaving Washington at4a.m.ona 
Saturday, making the parade, spending the night with friends and returning to 
Washington on Sunday afternoon.In 1971 he traveled to Ireland with the Corps as part 
of a contingent of fifers and drummers who marched in the St. Patrick's Day Parade in 
Dublin. In 1971 Dave moved to Madison, Conn. and really gotinvolved with the Corps 
and the Company. He was elected chairman of the Executive Committee for two 
additional terms and became president of Dickerson when the corps experimented with 
a Board of Directors form of organization. 

In 1975 the Old Guard Fife and Drum Corps of the 3rd Infantry, U.S. Army, paid 
tribute to Dave by giving him a place in the reviewing stand during the parade at the 
Old Guard's Muster at Ft. Myer, Va. They later presented him with a framed photograph 
of the Old Guard. 

In 1977 Dave declined any more elected positions in either the Corps or the Company. 
However, he has not bowed out of the activities of either organization. Heisthe business 
manager for the “Ancient Times” - the newspaper of the Company of Fifers and 
Drummers and he is chairman of the Company's re-organization committee. In his non- 
elective position as director of public relations for C.W. Dickerson, Daveis working hard 
to get a lot of publicity for the Corps through the press and by extensive travel. Through 
his efforts the Corps has been to Michigan two years in a row and heis now working on 
the possibility of getting a trip to the Bahamas for the Corps. 

Dave is currently employed at Cooperman's Fife & Drum shop where among other 
things he makes and repairs drums. One of his proudest moments came in June 1977 
when he completed his own drum. 

Forty-eight years have passed since his first paradein New Rochelle and Daveintends 
to be with C.W. Dickerson aslong as hecan play his drum up to standard and continue to 


feel good doing so. 
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MRS. MARY GERTRUDE SMITH BODDIE 
November 30, 1886 - July 24, 1941 


If the question was asked, “who ever started the whole thing ?", the answer would 
have to be this wonderful lady, Gertrude Boddie. College graduate, mother of 15, 
wife of the leading local minister, she sparked the community into organizing first a 
girl scout troop and soon after a boy scout troop. Mrs. Boddie was responsible for getting 
Mr. Elmer Hall, a Scout master in Providence Rhode Island, to cometo New Rochelle and 
get involved in Scouting in that Town. He came, the troop was started followed closely by 
a fife, drum and bugle corps and the rest is a glorious history that is told through 
this book. 

To back her enthusiasm for the program Mrs. Boddie had four sons become members of 
the Troop and consequently of the Corps. 

It is for people like her and other civic minded pioneers that we are proud of the record of 


the Corps and hope for its continued success for many years to come. 
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ELMER C. HALL (1883 - 1939) 


Mr. Hall came to New Rochelle, New York in 1926 and promptly set about organizing a 
scout troop that was to be known as Troop 16. One year later he began working on a 
Fife, Drum and Bugle Corp which was the fore-runner of the Charles W. Dickerson 
Corps.Prior to coming to New Rochelle, Mr. Hall had started other Boy Scout 
Troops. 

Born in Southbridge, Mass., he graduated from Springfield YMCA College where he 
trained for Physical Education work. Returning to his home town after graduation he 
organized the first Boy Scout troop there. Later he moved to Providence, Rhode Island 
where he was Scoutmaster for five years. 

Mr. Hall came to New Rochelle and after organizing the Troop there went to 
Mamaroneck and organized Troop 7. On May 7, 1937, he was the guest of honor at a 
dinner given by the officials of Siwanoy Scout Council. Atthe dinner he was presented 
with his Twenty Five Year Scoutmaster Pin. 

Mr. Hall taught the fife, drum and bugle, which is why the current corps uses these 
instruments. He taught by rote but had no difficulty getting his music across to the 
extent that the corps gained popularity very quickly. 

Death came in New Rochelle Hospital on March 2, 1939. His spirit still lives in the corps 


he organized. 








BYRON MARTIN 


After serving as assistant to Mr. Hall for two years, Mr. Martin found himself Scout 
Master of Troop 16 and director of the Troop's Fife, Drum and Bugle Corps. He, along 
with his troop committeemen had a tough decision to make. In order to keep the corps 
going there was going to be a need for professional instruction. When Mr. Hall was 
Scoutmaster he was able to do the instructing but neither the present Scoutmaster (Mr. 
Martin) or any of his staff could fill this needed spot. Since Mr. Martin was a bass 
drummer in the corps, he definitely wanted to keep the thing going so he looked hard and 
long and finally came up with Sgt. Sanford A. “Gus” Moeller a renowned drummer, 
drum-maker and accomplished instructor. 

In leading the troop, Mr. Martin did even better. He saw three scouts become Eagles and 
many other win Star and Life Badges. He himself went on to win many, many awards as 
Scoutmaster and Siwanoy Councilman. 

His insistence on excellent behavior and achievement stayed and served well many of 
the hundreds of youngsters with whom he dealt. 

The Charles W. Dickerson Corps of today salutes him, as we do all of his committeemen 


whose decision and efforts helped to keep the corps going. 


Thomas 
Carey 


Mr. Martin 
Joseph Scout Master Louis Rhett Сав Moeller 
Thomas E. Morris Reynolds Troop “16, Bass Drummer Teacher & Drum 
Troop 16, Com. New Rochelle Manufacturer 
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There is little outward similarity between the Charles W. Dickerson Fife, Drum & Bugle 
Corps of today and the simple Boy Scout Band which madeits first appearancein May of 
1929. Yet a single spirit, an underlying rhythm as persistent and controlled as the 
rudimental drum beats and as irresistable as the elemental power of music itself, can be 
discerned throughout all the changes this group has undergone as the Corps emerged 


from the shadow of its early sponsors to establish a unique and significant identity. 


This spirit finds its historical expression embodied in the people who had a vision of 
what the Corps could be, and who had the imagination and perseverance to command 
that vision to take shape. The formation of Boy Scout Troop 16 (1929) to serve the Black 
community of New Rochelle (NY), brought about by the efforts of Elmer Hall, Mary 
Boddie, Donald Grant Sr. and Dr. Scott, was a significant achievement in its own right; 
the formation of the band was a brilliant inspiration. The Corps, initially under the 
direction of Scoutmaster Elmer Hall and later guided by Scoutmaster Byron Martin, 
became a favorite of the people of New Rochelle from its very first appearance on 
Memorial Day 1929. It was not until the arrival (1935) of Sanford “Gus” Moeller, 
however, that the band began to acquire musical sophistication. Moeller, an 
accomplished musician and acknowledged authority in that field of music which 
features the rope tension drum, was well known for his professional rigorousness and 
personal tenacity in affairs musical. With an expanded repertoire and the discipline 
demanded by the perfectionist Moeller, the Corps entered competitions and began to 
make a name for itself far beyond the confines of a small New Rochelle neighborhood.It 
wasn't long before the Corps outgrew the resources of the Boy Scout Troop Committee. 
Seeking additional support for the band, the Committee entered into an agreement 
(1937) with VFW Maceo Bacon Post 2882 by which the Post covered the expenses of 
fielding the Corps under VFW direction while the Corps members remained active in the 
Boy Scout Troop. It was while performing under the auspices of the Maceo Bacon Post, 
with the inimitable Gus Moeller as teacher and composer, that the Corps achieved its 
highest competitive honors: New York State Senior Fife, Drum & Bugle Champions 
(1939); International Rudimental Quartet Snare Drum Champions (World's Fair 1939); 
International Bass Drum Champion (World's Fair 1939). 

The spirit first manifested in the dedication of the Corps” founders and teachers had 
thus, throughout the years, come to reveal another powerful aspect -the pride, the ability 
and the aspiration of the Corps members themselves. By the fall of 1949 the Corps had 
declared independence from VFW Maceo Bacon Post 2882 and had taken on a new name 
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in honor of a member lost in World War II - the Charles W. Dickerson Fife, Drum & Bugle 
Corps. Faced with serious problems due to the loss of instruments and equipment as 
well as financial backing following its decision to sever ties with the VFW Post, the 
Corps rallied such strong support from members and friends that it was able to 
maintain, as it had during similarly troubled times in the past, uninterrupted operation. 
Association with various volunteer fire companies guaranteed the new Dickerson Corps 
a dependable source of financial support without endangering its independent status, 
while the continuing efforts of Gus Moeller and the Corps' members guaranteed its 
reputation for musical creativity and excellence. By the time of Moeller's death (1960), 
the Corps had mastered an incredible diversity of musical techniques on instruments 
once thought to have very limited range. This impressive mastery of its craft led the 
Corps to achieve the same high distinction as a marching band with the fire companies 
that it had previously attained as a competition corps. Particularly notable are the 
innumerable trophies won during the Corps’ association with the Montrose NY 
Volunteer Fire Department - a partnership whose 20th Anniversary was recently 
celebrated in 1974. 


The spirit of the Charles W. Dickerson Fife, Drum & Bugle Corps finds in all its 
expressions a strong strain of the imaginative and innovative - a strain clearly 
illustrated throughout the Corps” long history of struggle to attain and then protect its 
independent identity and original musical style. Not surprisingly, then, the Corps' 
interests have by no means been restricted to those activities which brought it early 
recognition and continuing tributes. Rather, the Corps has always sought out new 
ventures to expand and complement existing activities. One result of this trend has been 


the Corps’ participation in the field of traditional “ancient” fife and drum music. 


Although its appearance and music do not, for the most part, conform to those that 
are loosely termed the “ancient” corps, the Corps was offered and accepted membership 
in the Company of Fifers and Drummers (1965) in view of its long-standing 
contributions in the broad category of fife and drum music. The Corps has indeed 
enjoyed resounding popularity at every ancient function it has attended,including the 
nationally recognized Deep River Ancient Muster , and has shown its interest in 
preserving the “ancient”style by being among the first to lend support by its 
attendence to many new events - to name a few, the first Company of Fifers and 
Drummers expedition to perform at the St. Patrick's Day celebrations in Ireland (1971); 


the first John Hanson Patriots Muster (Maryland, 1975); the first Hanaford's Volunteers 
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Muster (Vermont, 1977); and the first Muster at Dearborn Village (Michigan, 1978)-and 
by hosting two ancient musters in its hometown of New Rochelle New York, (1966 
and 1967). As the Dickerson Corps has developed new dimensions to its music over the 
years, so has it nurtured new and ever-expanding audiences. Long known for its 
willingness to travel great distances for a chance to entertain the uninitiated, the Corps 
went a notably successful step further with the release of two recordings- “Dickerson on 
Parade” (1966) and “Bits and Pieces” (1972) - so that the sound of the fifes, drums and 
bugles has now been spread throughout this country and is not unfamiliar in several 
others. Yet even with nationwide recognition the Corps remains very much aware of its 
neighborhood origins, and takes an active interest in New Rochelle and greater New 
York community affairs. 

The spirit of the Charles W. Dickerson Fife, Drum & Bugle Corps is not fettered by the 
chains of its long and noteworthy tradition, but its rather bound to this tradition by 
strong ties of love and respect, ties such as bind a disciple to his teacher who he may far 
surpass by building upon the insights that teacher has provided. Tradition is a heritage 
shared by experienced Corps members, some of whom have been active in the Corps 
through good times and bad since its inception, and new recruits alike. The Dickerson 
Corps has seen many changes in the years since those Boy Scouts first marched at the 


head of the parade, but the spirit that guides the men of this corps, the underlying 
rhythm of determination and independence, can be perceived as strongly now as ever 


before. The rhythm rises and falls with echoes of the past and portents of the future, an 
undulating ribbon woven of the fabric of men's lives, and the spirit finds its final 


expression in the style and sound which is Charles W. Dickerson. 


13 


CHARLES W. DICKERSON 


Charles Warren Dickerson was born in New Rochelle, 
New York December 25, 1922. He was the only child of 
Eleanor and Riley Dickerson. 








CHARLES W. DICKERSON 





Charles attended Lincoln Grade School, Albert 
Leonard Junior High and New Rochelle Senior High, IH W DICKERSON 


from which he graduated in 1939. KILLED IN CRASH 


He was attending the University of Wisconsin, in the 
Pre-Med program when the U.S. declared war on 





Japan and entered World War II. Army Pilot's Plane Burns in. 
Accident Yesterday at 
Charles immediately enlisted in the U.S. Army Air Seifridge Field 
Force. He received his Pre-Flight training in Tuskegee „Second Lieutenant Charles W. 
Institute in Alabama and was awarded the expert and uw oen we 
sharpshooter awards. Avenue, was killed when his sin- 


gle-seater fighter plane crashed: 
and burned at Selfridge Field, 


He was in Selfridge Field Michigan preparing to go 2. an 

over seas when he met his death in an accident while accident late yesterday afternoon 

flvin by telegram from the lieutenant's 
ying. commanding officer. ' 


! 'The lieutenant, who was home 
"Thanksgiving for the last time, 


Charles was a member of Troop 16 Boy Scouts of .completed his basic flight train- 
America and got his Eagle Award in 1935 just 3 years jing at Tuskegee Army Air Field 

DPA: and was commissioned аб the 
after joining. Tuskegee Institute, Не. had been 


in the service for one year... ^ >: 
A graduate: of. New. Rochelle 


He was also a member of the Fife Drum and Bugle High School, he attended the, Uni. 

1 E rior ne 

Corps connected with the Troop as a Bugler. It was sting m in Al Core. He vas 

] 1 ‘formerly a senior clerk іп the 

this fact that prompted the corps to adopt his name “Об of Price Administration, 
upon becoming an independent organization. Washington, D. C. 


| Lieut. Dickerson was: qualified 
рай an expert rifleman and sharp-! 
:shooter over the Gulf of Mexico! 
‚In target practice. His father, а 
| veteran of World War 1, served: 
‘overseas and was also an expert: 
ifleman and sharpshooter, and 
‘was decorated with (һе French 
'Croix de Guerre. 

The body will be shipped from 
Michigan soon and the date of 
the funeral will be announced 
later. 


SANFORD AUGUSTUS “GUS” MOELLER 


The one person responsible for turning the corps around from being just a mediocre 
bunch of eager kids to a well polished championship group of musicians was Gus 
Moeller. 

Beside being a forceful, demanding instructor, Gus wrote all of the Corps music and 
made all of the drums. His strictness in insisting that the Corps members devote their 
spare time to the perfecting of their particular instrument skills, plus his demanding 
that the members be gentlemen at all times has been the main two strong points in the 
Corps long history of success. “Gus” considered spare time as any time that one was not 
in church, in school or asleep in bed. 

It is due to the fact that we recognize the important role Mr. Moeller played in molding 
our lives as well as the life of the organization that we honor him in so many ofthe pages 
that follow. 





Sanford A. “Gus” Moeller, in 1929 at the height of his career 
as a band drummer and instructor, he undertook to teach a 
young Chicago jazz drummer named Gene Krupa the art of 
rudimental drumming. 
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Dickerson corps at Deep 
River on August 14, 1954 
posing with their 
famous teacher “Си” 
Moeller. 
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The Ancient Tímes 


THE FIFE 


by Sanford A. “Gus” Moeller 
written in 1925 


The Fife is a most remarkable musical instrument 
and when given its due stands high in the musical 
category. Simplicity always appeals to us and this little 
stick of wood with holes bored here and there and a cork 
pushed in one end is charmingly simple. It comes down to 
us through the ages in its original form, chaste, primitive, 
eternal. It is the ancestor of the flute and piccolo so 
mechanical and elaborate and which costs hundreds of 
times more money. These aristocrats show the wisdom of 
the theorist and the skill of the artisan but are com- 
plicated and frail. "The fife is the democrat with natural 
tone, homely, plain and rugged, never holding aloof from 
those who have not the purse of gold. The voice is shrill, 
piercing, ringing and amazingly powerful. Although 
natural, the Fife is not crude as is shown by its response to 
the efforts of those who have seriously studied and 
practiced, yet a bit wild for the boudoir or to be associated 
with the harp in the chamber of a delicate lady. With its 
robust health, masculine sex, courageous military spirit 
and far sounding throat it joyfully takes its place with the 
red-blooded men out there in the open, shrieking, calling 
and inspiring above the rhythmic thunder and boom of the 
great drums beaten by brawny arms. 

It is, by no means, a thankless instrument but gives 
out lots and lots of response for every bit of practice. It is 
little and full of life and fun and you can pull it out of your 
boot-leg and stir up all sorts of things. 








The late Gus Moeller back in 1898 when, as Corp. Sanford 
А. Moeller, Co.B Ist N.Y. Vols., he paused long enough to 
have this picture taken in San Francisco. This was many 
years before he trouped (he country as pit drummer with 
such notables as Mitzi, Кікіс Janis, Marx Bros. and Geo. 
M. Cohan. Later still, he became the proud manufacturer 
of the “Grand Republic Drum" and an instructor of 
note...numbering among his students a jazz-man named 
Gene Krupa and that. young gang of kids (hat would 
eventually mature into the Chas. W. Dickerson Field 
Music, of New Rochelle. 


“Gus” Moeller Remembered As 
The Drummers Drum Moker 


by Howard F. Reiff 

I imagine that you might call this a tribute to a man who 
will never know he was honored, but since my con- 
temporaries and I knew this man so well I hope this will be 
published in the Ancient Times. 

The man to whom I refer was known as Sanford (Gus) 
Moeller. When I was at Washington, a short time ago on a 
business trip, I stopped at the Smithsonian Institution to 
see the new area set up for the Bicentennial. There, en- 
cased in glass, as the focal point of the display was a 
Moeller drum; handmade for the U.S. Army Band and on 
loan to the Smithsonian. Frankly, I went back three times 
to make sure it was the real thing. Because I had known 
Gus, I could not have been happier for this venerable old 
gentleman. 

When you mention the name Gus'Moeller to a young 
drummer today the usual reply is, "Who's that... a new 
Rock Drummer.” To an old-timer, a fact I must now 
admit to, the name Moeller is synonomous with Drum 
Corps. . . with Drum Corps drumming in particular. The 
drum I refer to is only one of many that were "hand 
made” by this craftsman for the Army and for many fine 
Drum Corps. ІП his ега, to own a Moeller drum was to own 
the Cadillac of the drum world. To own one now is a 
treasure. Gus was not only a fine artisan; in his day he 
was an artist. He contributed much to our hobby. He not 
only was a fine performer but an excellent instructor who 
published one of the finest books on drumming available. 

The man himself was a phenomenon, known for his 
eccentricities and straight from the shoulder remarks. To 
purchase Moeller Drums was a chore in itself. One had to 
go through a third degree. . . for you had to be able to play 
well to “qualify.” I remember when a Corps placed an 
order for a whole set of these drums and was told that Gus 
would accept the order only after he had attended one of 
their rehearsals to make sure the drums would be used 
properly. I refer to thé original Mt. Kisco Corps. The 
drums were delivered and are still used today. They are 
as good as the day they were delivered some thirty years 
ago. 

When in his seventies Gus used to accept assignments 
as a Time Judge at New York State FD Ass'n. contests. I 
met him a week after one such affair and he remarked, 
“Howard, the drumming was so great and I got so en- 
thusiastic that I went home and practiced all week.” To 
know him was to love him. After my return from the 
Korean War I taught with Gus and the venerable Max 
Welker at a Public School in the Bronx. In fact it was the 
only public school in the City of New. York to sponsor a 
Drum Corps. Max taught the bugle, Gus the fife and I the 
drum. Needless to say he was very helpful and taught me 
a great deal. Gus, for all his front, was basically a shy 
man. Just before I left the school he presented me with a 
new fife piece he composed called “Pumpkin Creek." It 
was still being played, years later, by corps such as.the 
Bethpage Colonials. One of the nicest experiences I've 
ever had was when, as a young drum enthusiast, I was 
invited to sit in with him when he played in the Brass Band 
at Aqueduct Raceway, in N.Y. 

I continually hear of the "Drum Corps Hall of Fame” 
that will eventually be a fact. I realize that we have so 
many greats that selection will indeed be difficult but Gus 
Moeller should be a prime candidate. He was a musician 
and artisan but more than that, a fine human being who 
contributed much to our endeavors. 

Gus was a Spanish American War Veteran and in his old 
age retired, with his wife, to a Veteran's Home in Oxford, 
N.Y. He died and was buried there. I don't think he left a 
great deal of tangible things, but he did leave a lasting 
impression on at least one man. . . me. 17 
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COBLESKILL, NEW YORK, 





| Former Local Resident Dies; 


Was Veteran and Musician 





SANFORD A. MOELLER 

Sanford Augustus Moeller, died at 
the Veterans Hospital, at Syracuse, 
N. Y., November 10, 1960, age 82. 

He was born in Cobleskill, Febru- 
ary 16, 1878, the son of Henry and 
Elizabeth (Thatcher) Moeller, and 
was a descendant of Henry Moeller, 
chaplain in the army of Gen. George 
Washington, in the Revolution. 

His life was spent with drums. As 
a professional drummer, he played for 
twenty years under contract with 
Klaw & Erlinger, Henry W. Savage, 
Charles Dillingham, Elsie Janis and 
eight years with George iM. Cohan. 

He also played with many military 
bands and was sergeant drummer of 
the Seventh Regiment band of New 
York. 

While touring the country with 
these shows, he visited with a large 
number of old drummers, from whom 
he pieced out the true art of drum- 
ming. His book on “The True Art of 


Drumming,” ¡published in 1929, by | 


Ludwig € Ludwig, of Chitago, had a 
sale of over 200,000 copies. For this 
work he was given credit for the re- 
naissance of snare drumming. 

He served in the Spanish-American 





War, with the first.New York volun- 
teers. 5 

For the last several years he lived 
at Mt. Vernon, N. Y., where he had 
his shop for the manufacture of snare 
drums. The excellence of these drums 
created a wide demand. The U. S. 
Army has used his-drums for several 


| 
‚ уеагз. 


‘He is survived by his wife, Henri- 


the W.R.C. Home at Oxford, М. Y. 
Burial was in the W.R:C. Cemetery at 


E: 'Morin Moeller, who resides in 


Oxford with mílitary honors. 





Mr. Moeller took over the reins 
of the Dickerson corps around 1933 
when it was Boy Scout Troop 16. 
After World War II the group was 
known as Maceo Bacon Post 2882 
Drum Corps but is now known as 
the Charles W. Dickerson Field 
Music Corps. Half of the drum 
line and some fifes and bugles 
still remain from the Boy Scout 
days. 

Besides being an instructor, Mr. 
Moeller was one of the foremost 
makers of ancient drums in the 
country. His drums have been 


used by many musical organiza- 
tions including the U.S. Army 
bands in Washington D.C. and 
Fort Myers, Va. 

During his early days Mr. Moel- 
ler performed with Georgc M. Co- 
han and other stars of vaudeville. 
He was a veteran of the Spanish- 
American War. He was consid- 
ered an outstanding drum instruc- 
tor and his pupils included Gene 
Krupa. 

Members of the Dickerson Corps 
served as pall bearers at his fu- 
neral in Oxford. 


| sl 


N.Y; FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 1966 


Rhett Leaves 


Drum Corps 
After 30 Yrs. 


Louis Rhett, popular base 
drummer of the Charles W. 
Dickerson Drum Corps, has re- 
tired from active participation 
in the organization after more 
than 30 years. ў 

Mr. Rhett was recently given 
a testimonial dinner and was 
presented with a plaque and a 
check. 

The dinner was held at the 
Masonic Temple on Union Ave- 
nue and was prepared by the 
Women's Auxiliary of the 
Charles W. Dickerson Field 
Music Corps. It was attended 


by over 80 persons including!. 
Chief and Mrs. Thomas Conk-| 


lin, 1st Assistant Chief and Mrs. 


"Skip" Miller and Ex-Chief and | 


Mrs. Joseph Carroll all of the 
Montrose Fire Company who 
have been the main sponsors of 
the Drum Corps for nine years. 

Mr. Rhett became active with 
the corps while it was still a 
Boy Scout Unit. His greatest 
achievement was attained when 
he won the International Bass 
Drumming Competition at the 
World's Fair in 1939 wtih a 
score of 99.4 percent. His in- 
structor, the late Sanford. A. 
“Gus” Moeller, said that the 
only reason Rhett didn't get 100 
percent was because the Judges 
didn't understand his music. 

Although Mr. Rhett has re- 
tired from active playing he 
will still remain a member of 
the organization and will assist 
in the training of the younger 
bass drummers, according to 
David L. Boddie, business man- 
ager of the corps. 











CHARLES М. DICKERSON 
FIELD MUSIC, INC. 


NEW ROCHELLE, N.Y. 


January 10, 1966 


LOUIS RHETT 





TO: ALL MEMBERS 


The Annual Christmas Party and Retiring Banquet 
for Mr. Louis Rhett, will be held this Saturday, January 
15, 1966 at the Masonic Temple, 144 Union Avenue, New 


Rochelle, New York, from 7:00 P.M, until, 


THE PRESIDENT 


/s/ CHARLES H, NELSON 
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The Ancient Times 





A saga of 


THE DICKERSON CORPS 





BY MILLARD LEVISTER 


MILLARD M. LEVISTER'S passing of March 25, 
1974 was noted in the last issue of THE ANCIENT 
TIMES. An active Charles W. Dickerson bass 
drummer for more than 20 years, Millard led his 
own dance band in high school and in addition to 
active service in France and Italy, he entertained 
troops as a member of the team of “Levister € 
Shields," during World War II. 
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The Dickerson Corps is a Corps, 
with no doubts. 

Started in 1929 when they 
Were Boy Scouts. 


They bugle and fife 
And play the rope drum. 
Their music is always 
Second to none. 


The Rhetts, the Boddies, 
The late Fred Carew, 
The Garrets and Andrews, 

How this Corps Grew. 


Their tutor was excellent his 
Name was ‘Ole Gus’ 

If it wasn't his way, he'd 
Raise quite a fuss. 


They parade for fire companies, 
And all civic groups, 

Take their part in holidays, 
And play for the troops. 


Flew to Ireland in seventy one, 
Brought on the sunshine, 
And all of the fun. 


Landed at Shannon 
Heard the pipes play, 

Then took a bus to 
“Ole” Galway. 





Paraded on a Sunday, talked 
To the Lord Mayor, 

Let everyone know, the Dickersons 
Were there. 


Traveled to Dublin, that fine 
Trish city 

Sang in the pubs and played 
Real pretty. 


Went to Killarney and had 
A ball 

Drummed at the bars and 
“Jammed” in the hall. 


Left ole Erin admired 
And alive, 

After they had listened to 
The Dickerson jive. 


Flew back home to 
The U.S. of A. 
And here we remain 

To this very day. 


So. if you travel to Dublin, 

And if you speak to the Mayor, 
He will certainly tell you, 

Yes, the Dickersons were there. 


The other men, too numerous 
To mention. 

The old and the young are 
Still in contention. 


To make this Corps the best 
In the land, 

“Cause we play our drums 
From “Hand to hand.” 


Ole Louie has gone on before us, 
As all the men will do, 

Like Gus, Bernard, Bud Spencer 
and Sowell, 

“Boon” Taylor and Francoir Carew. 


These names will live forever, 

In our hearts when we play a “score” 
It's been an honor to have known them, 
In the saga of the Dickerson Corps. 


FEBRUARY 1974 





Sunk W. Marton 
Happy 100th Birthday 


The family of Mrs. Estelle Martin 
requests the honour of your presence 


at a party in celebration of her 


Øne Aundredth Birthday 


on Saturday, January thirteenth 


Rineteen hundred and seventy-nine 
from two to six in the afternoon 
at her home 


$0 Lincoln Avenue 


Rem Rochelle, Aew York 





MRS. ESTELLE W. MARTIN 
January 11, 1879 - 


Truly this fine Lady deserves a page in 
our “peoples” part of this edition. When 
her son, Byron took over the reigns as 
Scout Master, she became Scout Mother. 
Hour after hour, day after day, year after 
year she put up with the complaints, 
fights and of course the good times which 
make up the life of growing boys; and 
even as men we return to belabor her with 
our problems. 

Her living presence along with the spirit 
of those who worked to teach and direct 
our lives, is what has made the corps last 
over the past 50 years and look forward to 
even more years of success. 


note hati pent 
Жш б» mask 
К, Eindness meant! 


(LM Apelor 
10/73 
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The Dickerson Corps story cannot be complete without dwelling at length on the part 
played by the Cortlandt Engine Company of Montrose, New York. 

In the summer of 1955, William Tice of the Montrose Company requested that the corps 
lead them in a parade in Floral Park, N.Y. Verbal agreement was made between Tice and 
David Boddie, Corps’ Business Manager, and the event was effected. The result was an 
immediate success with the Fire Company winning four parade trophies and the corps 
winning one. 

In 1956 the first formal contract was signed between the corps and the company and the 
result has been unbelieveable. The units have been together in an unbroken string ever 
since. The Trophies compiled by the groups fill a large part of the new fire house in 
Montrose. If you are ever in the area you are invited to take a look. 

The Dickerson-Montrose story could fill a book ofits own; the many trips, the good times 
and the nail biting experiences; the watching of each other's children growing up to the 
extent that son has taken dad's place in the corps ranks as well as the fireman's ranks. 

In 1980 something new was added. In the spring, the corps travels to Montrose and 
attends a Memorial Church Service and breakfast - In the fall, to close out the season, the 
company travels to New Rochelle, where a service and breakfastis held. We all feel that our 


position is unique and we are thankful for the warm relationship. 


Chiefs of the Montrose Company during the 
years the corps has been associated. 


Herbert Wienkoop 1955 
William Tice Jr. 1956-57 
Robert Wessells 1958-59 
Fritz Fulgum 1960-61 
Charles Cordts 1962 
Joseph Carroll Jr. 1963-64 
Thomas Conklin 1965-66 
Edward Miller Sr. 1967-68 
John T. Jackson 1971-72 
Harry Malles 1973-74 
James Cole 1975-76 
John E. Jackson 1977-78 


Ray Gilbert 1979-80 “A LONG WAY TOGETHER 
25 YEARS 





One of the most outstanding records compiled by these two units was the winning of 8 
straight best over-all trophies in 1979 and over the years ‘79 & ‘80 winners of 14 of 16 such 


awards. How does one get into the book of records ?? 
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a CHIEF CORDTS 


THE ROGUES 





23 





THE LADIES’ AUXILIARY 


Some time after the Corps became independent, the wives of the Corps Members got 
together at the home of Mrs. Francine Gunthorpe and formed the Ladies Auxiliary. The 
primary purpose of the group was to hold various fund raising events to help the Corps. For 


many years they worked together and the results were great. 


It was through the efforts of the Auxiliary that the Corps was able to pay transporation 
costs for every Member who went to Ireland in 1971. Also the present formal uniform was 


made easier to finance through the help of this group. Members of the Ladies Auxiliary 


included; 

Lola Andrews Marth Hollis Cleo Wimberly 
Myrtle Burgess Pat Kinney Odessa Lybrand 
Pauline Garrett Jacque Murrell Hazel Allen 

Rose Garrett Mildred Nelson Babzella Darden 
Francine Gunthorpe Marion Smith Edith Duarte 
Louvinia Hill Mae Washington Etta Mae Bynum 


Some of the Members had friends who worked with the Auxiliary but were unable to join 
because they had no relatives as members of the Corps and this was a requirement for 


membership. 
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50th. 
Anniversary 
Picture 


KEN DAVIS, JOHN AYERS, AL KINNEY, CHAS. WIMBERLY, 
CHAS. CARTER, ROBT. RICE, FRED ARCHER, CURTIS 
TAYLOR, LOUIS ROBERTS, ARTIE JERRY, BILL GARRETT, 
CLARENCE LORD, RODNEY SMITH, CHARLES NELSON, 
CECIL ANDREWS, SAM ROMIE, DAVE BODDIE, LEONARD 
HILL, PAUL ROBERTS, CHAS. NELSON, 


KNEELING: ROBERT BYNUM, AL THOMAS, WILLIE SMITH 


GREENFIELD VILLAGE, 
DEARBORN MICHIGAN 
JULY 5, 1979 


Charles W. Dickewon 


FIELD MUSIC INCORPORATED 
NEW ROCHELLE, NEW YORK 


The last pages of this section deals with the individual 
members of the corps. Starting with the Drum Major, 
we work our way through the Color Guard, Drum 
Section, Bass Drum section, the Fife Section and the 
Bugle Section. Since we organized the material there 
have been some changes which we shall note but will 
not delete or add to what has been prepared. In the 
Color Guard, Eddie Thomas has joined and “Zach” 
Ayers has returned after a brief layoff. Leonard Hill 
has retired from the Corps after 48 years of service in 
the Snare Drum Section. Ernest Lucas has returned 
after a stint in the service to renew his drive for a spot 
in the Bass Drum Section. In the Fife Section we lost 
Curtis Taylor through death after 36 years of Member- 
ship and Arthur Terry resigned after serving 21 years 
as a Fifer and Corps Artist. This section is closed out 
with a list of every individual we could think of who 
played some partin the history ofthe Corps. Ifwe have 


missed anyone, we apologize. 
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CHARLES H. NELSON 
NEW ROCHELLE, N.Y. 
DRUM MAJOR 
JOINED: JUNE 1958 


Charlie has served the corps as President, Business 
Manager, Asst. Bus. Mgr. and Sgt. of the Color Guard. His 
presence “up front” makes the difference in the appearance 
and performance of C.W. Dickerson. His keen sense of 
business has earned the corps many a dollar. 





CLARENCE EVERETT GLENN 
BRONX, NEW YORK 


FIELD MANAGER 


JOINED: 1950 


Although listed with the Color Guard, “Doodles” is the corps 
Field Manager and Official Photographer. he does an 
excellent job in both roles and is the only member of the 
corps to hold these two important positions. All of the 
member photos and most of the other photos in this book 
were taken by Doodles. 


JESSE L. BRANDON 
NEW ROCHELLE, N.Y. 


COLOR GUARD 


JOINED: JAN. 1979 
Jesse is currently a member of the Color Guard. When he 
joined the corps it was to be a permanent Color Guard 


Member, but after a season the beat of the Drum got to him, 
so he will probably be taking drum lessons soon. 


STEPHEN ALAN BYNUM 
NEW ROCHELLE, N.Y. 


COLOR GUARD 
JOINED: JAN. 1979 
Steve is an aspiring Drummer. Whether it is to be Bass or 


Snare is not clear at the moment. In the meantime he is 
doing a good job up front in the Color Guard. 


CHARLES E. NELSON 
NEW ROCHELLE, N.Y. 


COLOR GUARD 
JOINED: SEPT. 1978 
“Chuckie”, son of Charles Nelson, Drum Major, is learning 


to play the Drum - his teacher is Sam Romie. In the 
meantime he is part of the corps Color Guard. 











30 


PAUL ROBERTS 
MT. VERNON, N.Y. 


COLOR GUARD 


DATE JOINED: 1977 


With just a short time in the corps Paul is becoming one of 
the Senior Members in the permanent Color Guard. He has 
two fifer brothers and one brother who plays the bugle. 
Maybe the bug will get him also. 


RODNEY SMITH 
MT. VERNON, N.Y. 


COLOR GUARD 
JOINED: 1977 


Rodney sort of fell into duty in the Color Guard as a result of 
traveling with the corps and his father, Willie. Whether or 
not Rodney will take up an instrument is still unknown. 
Right now he has his sights set on going to school and 
marching in the Color Guard when he can. 





THOMAS CECIL ANDREWS 
MT. VERNON, NEW YORK 


SNARE DRUMMER 


JOINED: JUNE 1938 TAUGHT BY: MR. MOELLER 


Starting from 1947 “Cece” has held every administrative 
position in the corps except Sgt. At Arms. He was President 
when the first contract was signed with a fire company. 
Treasurer since 1962, he loves to receive $ - frowns when 
paying it out. He and his wife were responsible for a change 
in The New Rochelle Sanitary Code so that the corps could 
sell food at the first muster. Cece is the proud owner of Gus 
Moeller's personal drum-the one Gus used in his last parade 
on Riverside Drive, New York. 


DAVID LEONARD BODDIE 
MADISON, CONNECTICUT 


SNARE DRUMMER 


JOINED: SEPT. 1930 TAUGHT BY: 
ELMER HALL 
GUS MOELLER 


Dave has served the corps as President, Financial Secretary, 
Business Manager and Drum Section Leader. Heis current- 
ly in charge of Public Relations and all “saleable” items of 
the corps. He drives 88 miles (one way) to attend rehearsals 
and most parades are a two hour drive from his home. Dave 
has been in the corps longer than any other member. He did 
his first Parade on May 30, 1931. 


LEONARD L. HILL 
MT. VERNON, NEW YORK 


SNARE DRUMMER 


JOINED: 1933 TAUGHT BY: MR. HALL 
MR. MOELLER 


Lenny is another member who has helped to keep this a 
continuous organization. He is a dependable, conservative 
member and has served as Sgt. At Arms and Asst. Quarter- 
master. He designed the rain covers the snare drummers use 
in inclement weather and for the protective plastic side piece 
that hooks on the sides of the drums. 
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GEORGE A. RHETT 
BRONX, NEW YORK 


SNARE DRUMMER 
JOINED: SEPT. 1960 TAUGHT BY: DAVID BODDIE 


With 19 years behind him in the corps, George is next to the 
youngest member of the snare drum section. Heis following 
in the footsteps of his Father and Uncle as a steady 
performer. George was elected President of the corps for 
1980. It is his first elected office. With his capabilities the 
corps can do great things under his direction. 


SAMUEL E. ROMIE 
NEW ROCHELLE, N.Y. 


SNARE DRUMMER 
JOINED: OCT. 1962 TAUGHT BY: DAVE BODDIE 


Sammie has always had the corps at heart. Heis responsible 
for some new drumbeats to old tunes and for the revision of 
some old beats. He has served as section leader, Vice- 
President and is currently the President. He has not let the 
pressures of office affect his drumming....He is a good 
drummer and loves it, and is also proving to be an effective 
Teacher. 
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ROBERT BYNUM 
NEW ROCHELLE, N.Y. 


BASS DRUMMER 


JOINED: SEPT. 1959 TAUGHT BY: MILLARD 
LEVISTER 


The corps' *Mr. Controversy", you never know what to 
expect from or when to expect Bobby, but one thing is for 
sure - He is as good a Bass Drummer as he wants to be and 
when that is the case he is one of the best. 


ALONZO ROBERT COLEMAN 
NEW ROCHELLE, N.Y. 


BASS DRUMMER 
JOINED: SEPT. 1935 TAUGHT BY: MR. MOELLER 


"Phoe" is the last of the Bass Drummers to be taught by Mr. 
Moeller. He keeps an eye on the young fellows to see that 
they keep the proper style of playing. Phoe has erved the 
they keep the proper style of playing. Phoe has served the 
corps as President. Lately he has had to curtail his 
involvement due to illness and a heavy work schedule. 


WILLIE G. SMITH 
MT. VERNON, N.Y. 


BASS DRUMMER 
JOINED: AUGUST 1956 TAUGHT BY: MR. MOELLER 


Wille is just about the most enthusiastic performer in the 
corps. His ability with the bass drum makes him a crowd- 
pleaser. Following a performance in Vermont in 1977 Willie 
signed many an autograph for his fans. He has been Bass 
Drum section leader since 1972 and also drives the long 
distance bus for the corps. 
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DONALD ALFRED THOMAS, JR. 
NEW ROCHELLE, NEW YORK 


BASS DRUMMER 


JOINED: AUG. 1976 TAUGHT BY: SAM ROMIE 


If we had 10 more newcomers like Al the corps would be 
assured of another 50 years of functioning. Al joined as a 
Snare Drummer, but found the Bass Drum more to his taste. 
In three years he has mastered the drum well enough to have 
done a Parage as the only Bass Drummer. He has been 
elected Business Manager, having served as assistant Bus. 
Mgr. for only a few months. We hope his enthusiasm and 
drive continue and that other members catch his corps spirit. 
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ROLAND ALLEN 
MT. VERNON, N.Y. 


FIFER 
JOINED: DEC. 1954 TAUGHT BY: MR. MOELLER 


Dut to illness and a demanding work schedule, Rollo has 
been unable to be as active with the corps as we would like. 
Hopefully this will change next year, as he is one of the top 
fifers in the corps. Rollo has served the corps as Vice 
President and as President. He is also responsible for 
arranging many of the routines the corps plays. 


FREDERICK F. ARCHER 
BRONX, NEW YORK 


FIFER 
JOINED: APRIL 1956 TAUGHT BY: MR. MOELLER 


Fred ranks among the best fifers the corps has ever had. He 
has served as Secretary and his current position is section 
leader. Because of his work schedule he has had to miss some 
weekend performances and his absence is always felt. 


WILLIAM JUNIUS GARRETT 
YONKERS, NEW YORK 


FIFER 
JOINED: SEPT 1951 TAUGHT BY: MR. MOELLER 


“Doc is the only member of the corps to have played in each 
section, as well as having served as drum major. He joined 
the corps as a bugler, was taught the fife and the drum by 
Gus Moeller and served as drum major for more than four 
years. Fortunately for the corps he stuck with the fife, for he 
is an excellent fifer. He has also been corps President, Vice- 
President and is currently the Chief Musician. 
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CLARENCE L. LORD 
WESTBURY, L.I., N.Y. 


FIFER 


JOINED: 1957 TAUGHT BY: MR. MOELLER 


“Tinker” enjoys playing his fife and has been a reliable 
member for all of his years with the corps. He has served as 
Vice-President. He has quite a distance to travel to most of 
the parades in Westchester County and to weekly re- 
hearsals. 


LOUIS GILBERT ROBERTS 
MT. VERNON, N.Y. 


FIFER 
JOINED: SEPT. 1977 TAUGHT BY: CURTIS TAYLOR 


Louis is a young addition to our fife line. He learned rather 
quickly and was pressed into service immediately. Lou is 
rather quiet and his attendance has been spotty due to his 
job. We hope that his work schedule will allow him to show 
up for more corps activities. 





CURTIS TAYLOR 
MT. VERNON, N.Y. 


FIFER 
JOINED: MAY 1944 TAUGHT BY: MR. MOELLER 


“Curt” has served the corps as chairman of the welfare 
committee and Financial Secretary --positions which he 
still holds. He is an excellent fifer and has been teaching one 
or two of the younger members. Curt is a graduate of the 
Univ. of North Carolina A & T, with a degree in accounting. 
He is also a 33rd degree member of Lebanon Lodge 76 АЕ & 
AM, and of Omega Psi Phi National Fraternity. 
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ARTHUR HENRY TERRY, SR. 
MT. VERNON, N.Y. 


FIFER 
JOINED: JUNE 1958 TAUGHT BY: MR. MOELLER 


“Artie” joined the corps as a member of the color guard and 
served in that capacity for about a year. During that time he 
was diligently learning to play the fife under Mr. Moeller's 
careful eye. Terry has been dubbed the Corps” Artist. He 
designed the jackets for the two records the corps has 
produced, has made wooden replicas of the corps' drum for 
outdoor display and has designed the Anniversary symbol. 
Terry ahs also served the corps as Secretary and Vice- 
President. The keyword for Terry is Pride, which he showsin 
everything he does. 


ROBERT JAMES 
MT. VERNON, N.Y. 


FIFER 


JOINED: 1965 TAUGHT BY: BILL GARRETT 
ART TERRY 


*Beanie" returned to the Corps in 1978 after 5 years absence. 
He is a good fifer and his return is a definite plus. 
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JOHN AYERS 
MR. VERNON, N.Y. 


BUGLER 
JOINED: MAY 1946 TAUGHT BY: MR. MOELLER 


Johnny has served the corps as ass't. business manager, 
business manager and Bugle Sergeant. He is a good strong 
Bugler who likes to improvise - you always know when he is 
in line. 


CHARLES FRANCIS CARTER 
BRONX, NEW YORK 
BUGLER 


JOINED: SEPT. 1938 TAUGHT BY: MR. MOELLER 


Carter has always been a dependable, concerned member of 
the bugle line. He is hoping for young blood to keep the corps 
going, as he is getting a little weary after 41 years of 
participation. He is corps Sgt. at Arms. He too has many 
interesting pictures of the corps taken over the course of his 
memberhip. 


KENNETH G. DAVIS 
MR. VERNON, N.Y. 


BUGLER 
JOINED: JUNE 1967 TAUGHT BY: AL KINNEY 
“Pow Wow” is a good bugler. Hopefully he will get a little 
more serious and develop into a good corps leader. He held 


the position of Secretary for one year. He believes in the 
ability of the corps to continue for 50 more years. 
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ELROY FIELDS 
MT. VERNON, N.Y. 


BUGLER 


JOINED: JAN. 1978 TAUGHT BY: AL KINNEY 


This is Elroy's first year of marching with the corps. He is 
still very quiet and at age 15 probably feels a little out of 
place with the older members, but he is certain to grow into 
the full spirit of the corps before too long. 


CHARLES GARRETT 
MT. VERNON, N.Y. 


BUGLER 
JOINED: MAY 1944 TAUGHT BY: MR. MOELLER 


For many years Charlie had the reputation of never missing 
a parade. He has had to curtail some of this activity due to 
his work schedule. Charlie ranks with some of the best 
Buglers the Corps has ever had. His presence makes a 
difference in the sound of the Bugle Line. 





ALBERT FREDDIE KINNEY 
NEW ROCHELLE, N.Y. 


BUGLER 
JOINED: 1947 TAUGHT BY: MR. MOELLER 


Al has been a good solid corps member for over thirty years. 
He has been President, Vice-President (His Current Office) 
and section leader. Beyond this, many a young Bugler owes 
his status and ability to Al. The corps is fortunate indeed to 
have him as a member. 
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ROBERT FOSTER RICE 
MT. VERNON, N.Y. 


BUGLER 


JOINED: SEPT. 1974 TAUGHT BY: KEN DAVIS 
AL KINNEY 


Bobby was a member of the Remington Boys Club Drum éz 
Bugle Corps for four years before joining the Dickerson 
Corps. He has always longed to be a member of this group 
and has realized a boyhood dream with his acceptance into 
the corps. Bobby is a good corps member and if he can 
maintain his desires and his “cool”, he will be a big help in 
keeping the corps going. 


CHARLES G. WIMBERLY 


NEW ROCHELLE, N.Y. 
BUGLER 
JOINED: MAY 1954 TAUGHT BY: MR. MOELLER 


One of the less vocal members of the corps, Charles has 
nevertheless served the corps well as acting President and 
Sgt. At Arms. 
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VALJEAN H. GARRETT 
MT. VERNON, NEW YORK 


FIFER 


JOINED: SEPT. 1972 TAUGHT BY: FRED ARCHER 
WM. GARRETT 


Val is currently attending Rutgers University where ће is а 
Senior. Hopefully he will return to the Fife Line in the near 
future, as heis a good Fifer and we can surely use his talent. 
Like his Father, Val's appearance is always spotless. 


WILLIAM GEORGE SMITH 
MT. VERNON, N.Y. 


SNARE DRUMMER 
JOINED: NOV. 1971 TAUGHT BY: SAM ROMIE 


“Bucky” was developing into one of our better Drummers 
when he went off to college. He has made a couple ofoutings 
since and has shown that, if anything, heis becoming an all- 
round Drummer. We hope he settles close enough to return to 
the corps when he finishes school. 


GARY P. MURRELL 
NEW ROCHELLE, N.Y. 


BUGLER 


JOINED: OCT. 1971 TAUGHT BY: AL KINNEY 
KEN DAVIS 


Gary was a very good Bugler in the few years he played with 
the corps. It is hoped that when he completes his education 
and settles down he will find the time and the desire to return 
to the Bugle line. 
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ARMSTRONG, Eric fi 
AUSTIN, John fi 
AYERS, Leonard dr 
AYERS, Zachary cg 


BALLARD, Milton bu 
BELL, Arhtur bu 

BLANK, William fi 
BODDIE, Bertrand M. bu 
BODDIE, Daniel W. fi, cbd 
BODDIE, Mrs. Mary G. f 
BODDIE, Thurman M. bu 
BOYD, Arthur fi 

BOYD, Joseph fi 

BOYD, Nathaniel fi 
BROOKS, Walter bdr 
BROWN, Daniel, E. bu, dmj 
BROWN, Kenneth bu 
BURGESS, Lawrence bu 


CAREW, Frederick br 
COLE, James dmj 
COLEMAN, Joseph fi 
COLEMAN, Walter fi 
COLEMAN, Walter Jr. fi 
COUSINS, John bu 


DARDEN, Michael bu 
DAVIS, Wilbur fi 

DAVIS, Willie dr 

DENNIS, Paul fi 
DICKERSON, Charles W. bu 
DOWLING, Henry $. Jr. bu 
DREW, Edward bu 
DUARTE, Julius bu 


ELLIS, Percy bu 
FAIREY, Ronald cg 


GARRETT, Charles Jr. bu 
GARRETT, Donald bu 
GARRETT, Jospeh fi 
GARRETT, Michael fi 
GARRETT, Wendell fi 
GILLESPIE, Allen cg 
GODSEY, Stanley bu, cbd 
GRANT, Irving f, tc 
GUNTHORPE, Earl cg, cbd 
GUNTHORPE, Gary fi 


GUNTHORPE, Wayne fi 
GUNTHORPE, Wendell fi 


HALL, Elmer C. sm, f, ims 
HILL, Calvin B. Jr. dr 
HOLLIS, Joseph, bu 


JACKSON, Richard bdr 
JAMES, Harry cg 
JOHNSON, Archer fi 
JONES, Clifford bu 
JUSTICE, Andrew cg 


KEMP, Rudolph dr 
KEMP, Walter dr 


LEVISTER, Millard bdr 
LUCAS, Ernest bdr 
LYBRAND, Henry M. cg 


MACKEY, Earl bu 
MAJOR, James bu 
MAJOR, Rudolph bu 
MANN, Walter dr 
MARTIN, Byron sm, bdr 
MARTIN, Mrs. Estelle cmo 
MCDOWELL, Jonathan cg 
MIDDLETON, William fi 
MILLER, Woodrow dmj 
MILLS, Harold bu 

MILLS, Theodore Jr. bu 
MOELLER, Sanford A. inst, tc 
MOREHEAD, William cg 
MORRISON, John A. bu 
MOSES, Alfred fi 

MOYE, Douglas bu 


PARRISH, William cg 
PIERCE, Joseph fi 


REAVIS, James, dr 
REYNOLDS, Sheridan Jr. bu 
RHETT, George Sr. dr 
RHETT, Jerome, dr 

RHETT, Louis bdr, tc 
RICHARDSON, Elmer fi 
RICHARDSON, Kenneth cg 
ROBERTS, Robert fi 
ROBERTS, Joshua bu 
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SCOTT, Dr. Leon f, tc 
SHAW, William dr 
SHELTON, Howard bdr 
SIMS, Sylvester fi 
SIMPSON, Ervin bu, ins 
SIMPSON, David bu 
SIMPSON, Ernest dr 
SLATER, Thomas bdr 
SMALL, James fi 
SMITH, Grant Jr. fi 
SMITH, Richard dr 
SOWELL, Charles bu 
SPENCER, Bud fi 
SPENCER, John bu 
STEVENS, Luther bu 
STEWART, David dr 
STEWART, Robert dr, dmj 


TILLERY, George dr 
TUCKER, Perry dr 
TUCKER, William fi 


VENABLE, Daniel cg 


WARREN, Ronald cg 
WATERS, Berman Jr. fi 
WHEELER, Taylor bu 
WILLIAMS, Alfred dr 
WILLIAMS, Frederick dr 
WILSON, Thaddeus dr 
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GLOSSARY 
ПВО а уран ама на Bass Drummer 
RTT Bugler 
Old! ETE E TT Coporation Board Member 
RE EE JET Color Guard 
СПО. EEE Corps Mother 
A QI C ICT Drum Major 
国生 Snare Drummer 
| ENE EE EET Founder 
D NE Fifer 
ІШЕ 22 ока ви rer Instructor 
Uva UT DO Scoutmaster 
E E Troop Committee 


PLACES 


It would be impossible to extensively cover all the states, cities, towns and villages in 
which the Corps has performed and Just as impossible to cover here all the events. Those 
places and events which had some special meaning were given priority. Itis realized that 
different events had different meanings to participants as well as on-lookers but we had 
to use our best judgment. 

Deep River, the event that opens this section, is especially meaningful becauseit was here 
that fifing and drumming's biggest event is held annually and as previously stated it was 
Deep River that featured the Dickerson Corps for the 1st time. 

Just as meaningful was being featured at the Westbrook Muster while the Corps was 
celebrating its 50th Anniversary. 

One of our finest performances was that given in the Singer Bowl at The New York 
World's Fair (1965) so it is presented. 

Other places like Ticonderoga N.Y., one of the longest trips up to that time while 
participating in the Hudson Valley Fire Convention with Montrose Fire Co., the colorful 
chrysanthemum festival in Bristol Conn. where we spent many fun filled hours being 
hosted by the Elks; add to this Ireland, points North, South and West and hopefully you 
will appreciate and enjoy this section of our story. 


This section ends with a listing of all the places the Corps has been through 1979. 
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DEEP RIVER CONNECTICUT 
AUGUST 14, 1954 
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WESTBROOK, CONNECTICUT 
AUGUST 1979 
FEATURED 





On October 2, 1965, The Corps appeared in the Singer Bowl at the New York City's 
World's Fair. The event was an Ancient Muster sponsored by the Company of Fifers and 


Drummers. 


АП of the Corps present marched through various sections of the Fair leading people to 
the Bowl. 


Just before the official start of the Muster the Corps was asked to entertain the crowd 


until the Ceremonies began. The Corps got a great ovation as it marched around the 
Bowl. 


When the Corps finished playing on the “Stand” during the regular program, half the 
people left even though the program was only partly completed. 


It was as a result of this performance and the performance at Deep River earlier in the 


year that the corps was invited to join the Company of Fifers and Drummers as special 


members. 
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THE WORLD'S FAIR 
OCTOBER 2, 1965 - NEW YORK CITY 





THE FAIR GROUNDS 





WORLD'S FAIR 
OCTOBER 2, 1965 


OUTSIDE 
SINGER 
BOWL 


AFTER THE 
PARADE 





WE OPENED THE 
SHOW MARCHING 
AROUND INSIDE 
THE BOWL 





MASSED 
COLORS 





EVENT: SHOW SPONSORED BY CO. FIFERS 
AND DRUMMERS 
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WORLD'S FAIR 
OCTOBER 2, 1965 


— 





ON THE STAND 





THE HUDSON VALLEY CONVENTION 
TICONDEROGA, N.Y. JUNE 19, 1965 


OUR LONGEST TRIP SO FAR 


WE ARRIVE AND RELAX!! 
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TICONDEROGA 
JUNE 19, 1965 





WE HAD A МОВ !! 
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BRISTOL, CONN. 
OCTOBER 9, 1965 





JUST WAITING ‘N POSIN’ 
IN 
BRISTOL 
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CHRYSANTHEMUM FESTIVAL 
PARADE BRISTOL, CONN. 
OCTOBER 9, 1965 





PALAOS 


д 





А COLORFUL EVENT 
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In March 1971 The Corps travelled to Ireland as part of a contingency of the Company of 
Fifers and Drummers. There were seven Corps and about 300 people who made the trip. 
We visited and paraded in Galway, Dublin and Limerick. We also visited Killarney and a 


few other smaller towns where we did nothing but sightsee. 


In Galway we were called upon at 10 P.M. to play for a Banquet being held by the Lord 
Mayor. Most of the fellows were attending a party at the local Pub, but we were able to get 
enough of a group together to put on a good show. The entire trip was most enjoyable. 


Many lasting friendships were made as a result of our longest trip so far. 


GREAT SOUTHERN НОТЕ 
% 





THE GREAT SOUTHERN HOTEL 
WHERE WE STAYED IN GALWAY. 





ENTERTAINING THE GUESTS IN 
THE BANQUET ROOM OF THE 
GREAT SOUTHERN HOTEL. 
IT WAS THE LORD 
MAYOR'S “PARTY”. 
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PARÁID NA FÉILE LA LE 
PÁDRAIGH ÁTH CLIATH 


THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT 
THE CHARLES W. DICKERSON CORPS 


has marched in the Saint Patricks Day 
Parade in Dublin on March 17th 1971. 
and in recognition of this is hereby honoured 
by Dublin Tourism with this Scroll 

Т 


ALAN G. GLYNN 
PARADE DIRECTOR 
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DRUM MAJOR NELSON WITH 
THE LORD MAYOR OF 
GALWAY (on Nelson's left) AND 
OTHER PARADE 
NOTABLES. 





жезазе 





WAITING FOR THE ST. 
PATRICKS DAY PARADE 
TO START IN DUBLIN. 





PARADING IN LIMERICK — 
OURLAST PERFORMANCE IN 
IRELAND. 
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On August 31, 1974, The Corps made its furthest trip South to attend the Muster of the 
3rd Army's Old Guard Fife and Drum Corps. The Corps made quite a hit strutting along 
Constitution Avenue (see picture next page) and later atthe Muster held in the shadow of 
the Washington Monument. 


On Sunday September 1, The Corps gave an extensive concert at the Metropolitan 
Baptist Church in D.C. under the auspices of the Education Committee of that Church 


and at the direction of Miss Drusilla Boddie, sister of the editor. 


Below is a picture of the Corps at the height of the concert. 


Subsequently the Corps made additional trips South to attend the John Hanson's 
Patriots’ Muster in Indianhead Maryland, in 1975 and ’76; The Old Guard Muster again 
in 1976, where the Ancient Uniform was worn for the 1st time by the Corps and the 
Bicentennial of the founding of the Army Medical Corps celebration on the grounds of 
Walter Reed Hospital in Washington, D.C. 
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AUGUST 1976 
Fort Myer, Virginia, home of the 3rd Army and The Old Guard Fife and Drum Corps 


where we posed for this picture in our “Ancient Uniform.” 





Parading through Fort Myer prior to the Muster. 
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INDIANHEAD, 
MARYLAND 


APRIL 1976 





FROM OUR 


FURTHEST 
POINT 


SOUTH.... 
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TO OUR 

FURTHEST 
POINT 
NORTH 









| = и 181. MUSTER OF 
ir 4 THE HANAFORD 
VOLUNTEERS 
FIFE AND DRUM 
CORPS 


RAIN WASHED 
OUT PARADE 
FORMAL MUSTER 
BUT DIDN'T STOP 
US FROM DOING 
OUR THING 
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INFORMALITY 
IN DRESS?? 
BELIEVE IT!! 
VERMONT 
MUSTER 





a 








ON SUNDA Y 


THE SUN CAME 


OUT AND WE 


“DRESSED СР” 2% AZ 


ESSEX 
JUNCTION 


VERMONT 
JULY 30, 1979 
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és AND THEN THERE WAS MICHIGAN....3 YEARS IN A ROW 


NEVER TO BE FORGOTTEN::: 
THE RAIN 

The Parade through Greenfield Village 
THE RAIN 


Playing and enjoying the hospitality in the Village lunch arena 


THE RAIN 
Playing with the Kentish Guard Corps 
THE RAIN 


Playing on the porch of the building on the green 
The standing ovation at Historic Ft. Wayne 


THE RAIN 


Playing at the Mayor's party in the Plaza Hotel 
Playing in the Amphitheater in downtown Detroit 


The Sun finally coming out. 


The parties 


Willie breaking his drum head (see picture) 


The long bus ride 
The Detroit parade 





The performances on the Muster Field and on the Green 


The friends we made.... 


These things made our trips to Michigan exciting and enjoyable. The following pages 


show some of the activities in which we were engaged. Playing with the Kentish Guard 


Corps was spontaneous and turned out to be a real crowd pleaser. 


ANCIENT FIFE & DRUM CORPS MUSIC MUSTER JULY 1 & 2, 1978 
CONCERT TIMES AND AREAS 


Museum Entrance 

10:00 a.m. 1st Michigan Colonial Fife and Drum Corps 
3:00 p.m. Junior Colonial Fife and Drum Corps 
4:00 p.m. Moodus Drum and Fife Corps 


Village Entrance 

10:30 a.m. The Mount Kisco Ancients Fife and Drum Corps 
3:15 p.m. Joshua Huddy's Fifes and Drums 
4:15 p.m. Coginchaug Ancients, Junior Fife and Drum Corps 
5:15 p.m. Morris County Militia Junior Fife and Drum Corps 


Susquehanna 
1:30 p.m. C.A. Palmer Fife and Drum Corps 
2:30 p.m. Courthouse Volunteers Fife and Drum Corps 


3:30 p.m. The Stony Creek Fife and Drum Corps 
4:30 p.m. Plymouth Fife and Drum Corps 


Village Green 
2:45 p.m. Charles W. Dickerson Field Music Incorporated 
3:45 p.m. Colonial Fife and Drum Corps 
4:45 p.m. Nutmeg Volunteer Junior Fife and Drum Corps 


Suwanee Park 
2:30 p.m. Tippecanoe Ancient Fife and Drum Corps 
4:30 p.m. Kentish Guards Fife and Drum Corps 


SPECIAL DISPLAYS AND CRAFTS 


Village Green Fife and Drum Making-Pat Cooperman, 
Westbrook, Connecticut 
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So pleased were we with the 
Reception to our playing with 
The Kentish Guard that we did 


it again at their Muster in East 
Greenwich, Rhode Island 
where we were featured. 


AUGUST 1978 








MASSACHUSETTS 


Taunton 


VERMONT 
Essex Junction 


RHODE ISLAND 


Bristol 
Cranston 

East Greenwich 
Warwick 


CONNECTICUT 
Deep River 
Old Saybrook 
Westbrook 
Stamford 
Ridgefield 
New Fairfield 
New Haven 
Naugatuck 
West Haven 
Guilford 
Bridgeport 
Glastonbury 
Durham 
Greenwich 
Bristol 
Clinton 


NEW YORK 
Ticonderoga 
Lake George 
Hudson Falls 
Glen Falls 
Saratoga 
Latham 
Albany 
Selkirk 
Scotia 
Ballston Lake 
Catskill 
Armonk 
Saugerties 
Hudson 
Ardsley 
Ballston Spa 
Banksville 
Bedford 
Bedford Village 
Harrison 
Mohegan Lake 
Bayshore 
Beacon 
Bronx 
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———PLACES——— 


NEW YORK (cont.) 


Buchanan 


Continental Village 


Carmel 


Croton-On-Hudson 


Crown Point 
Glen Cove 
Great Neck 
Eastchester 
Tuckahoe 
New Rochelle 
Haverstraw 
Highland Falls 
Irvington 
Katonah 
Lake Carmel 
Larchmont 
Mahopac Falls 
Mahopac 
Mamaroneck 
Manhassett 
Monticello 
Montrose 
Mount Kisco 
Mt. Vernon 
Monsey 
Nanuet 

New City 
New York City 
North Tarrytown 
Nyack 
Ossining 
Oxford 

Pearl River 
Pleasantville 
Port Jervis 
Somers 
Silver Lake 
Stony Point 
Suffern 
Tarrytown 
Verplanck 
Valhalla 
White Plains 
Yonkers 
Newburgh 
Yorktown Heights 
Lynnbrook 
Floral Park 
Pelham 
Portchester 
Rye 
Piedmont 
Peekskill 
Chappaqua 
Elmsford 


NEW JERSEY 
Jersey City 
Newark 
Butler 
Bayonne 
Plainfield 
Union 
Tappan 
Saddle River 
Wyckoff 
Ridgewood 
Clifton 
Lyndhurst 
Bergenfield 
Summitt 
Chatham 
Freehold 
Verona 
Linden 
Mahwah 
Westwood 
Passaic 


PENNSYLVANIA 
Valley Forge 
Conshohocken 
Reading 


MARYLAND 
Indian Head 


MICHIGAN 
Detroit 
Dearborn 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 


VIRGINIA 
Arlington 


IRELAND 
Galway 
Limerick 
Dublin 
Killarney 


SECTION III 


THINGS 


Old letters, old pictures, programs, receipts, obituaries, schedules, you name it, it is 
here - this is truly the scrap book section. There is no reason or special order to the 
way the items are presented. 


We think you will enjoy this section as much as we enjoyed putting it together. 


19 


1927 
1928 
1929 
1934 
1939 


1940 


1950 


1951 


1952 


1955 


1956 


1963 


1964 


1965 


1966 


1967 


1971 


1972 


1973 
1974 
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HIGHPOINTS OF HISTORY BY DATES 


Boy Scout Troop 16 founded in New Rochelle, N.Y. 

Troop 16 Fife, Drum and Bugle Corps started. 

Troop 16 Corps' first parade. 

Sanford A. “Gus” Moeller became corps” instructor. 

N.Y. State Senior Fife, Drum and Bugle Corps Champions. 

International Rudimental Quartet Snare Drum Champions. 

International Bass Drum Champion - Louis Rhett. 

Became Maceo Bacon Post 2882 V.F.W. Drum Corps. 

Appeared at Deep River, Conn., Muster; 1st Corps with bugles permitted to attend 
this event. 

Signed first contract with Mamaroneck Volunteer Company. 

Severed relations with Post 2882. 

Chartered as Charles W. Dickerson Field Music Inc. 

Paraded for the 1st time with the Cortlandt Engine Company of Montrose, N.Y., 
in Floral Park L.I.N.Y. 

Between the Corps and the Company five trophies were won. 

Signed 1st contract with Montrose to do weekend parades. 

1st corps in the history of the Deep River Muster to play an encore by demand of 
the crowd. 

Discontinued parading for the Mamaroneck Volunteer Fire Department. 
1st non-ancient corps to be featured at the Deep River Muster. 

Played in the Singer Bowl at the New York World's Fair. 

Joined the Company of Fifers and Drummers. 

Sponsored an Ancients Muster in New Rochelle, N.Y. 

Produced a record album entitled “DICKERSON ON PARADE”. 

Sponsored 2nd Ancients Muster in New Rochelle, N.Y. 

10 day trip to Ireland. 

Produced 2nd record album entitled “BITS AND PIECES”. 

Hosted 176 Fifers and Drummers from Switzerland. 

Corps 1st visit to Washington D.C. to attend the Old Guard Muster and Tattoo. 
Gave a concert at The Metropolitan Baptist Church, Wash. D.C. 


1975 


1976 


1977 
1978 


1979 


Played at the celebration of the founding (200th Anniversary) of the U.S. Army 
Medical Corps at Walter Reed Hospital, Washington, D.C. 

Attended 1st Muster of the John Hanson Patriots in Indian Head, Maryland. 
Celebrated 20 years of playing and marching with the Cortlandt Engine 
Company, Montrose, N.Y. 

Wore an Ancient Uniform for the 1st time. 

Appeared in Indianhead, Maryland. 

Appeared at the Old Guard Muster at Ft. Myer, Va. 

Attended the 1st Muster of Hanaford's Volunteers in Essex Junction, Vermont. 
Attended 2 day muster at Greenfield Village in Dearborn, Michigan. 

Played at the International Tattoo in Fort Wayne, Detroit, Michigan and received 
an enthusiastic ovation. 

Featured Corps at the Kentish Guard Muster in East Greenwich, Rhode Island. 
CELEBRATING OUR 50TH ANNIVERSARY 

Attended 2 day muster in Greenfield Village. 

Played at Mayor's Reception in Hart Plaza Hotel, Detroit. 

Played in Hart Plaza Amphiteater, Downtown Detroit. 

Played at Historic Fort Wayne's Independence Eve International Tattoo - Detroit. 
Returned to Deep River Muster after 7 years absence. 

Featured Corps at The Westbrook Muster. 
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ABOUT OUR INSTRUMENTS 
The reason the Corps began as a Fife, Drum and Bugle Corps was mainly the fact that 


Mr. Hall, the first instructor,was able to play and teach each of these instruments, and 
this type of corps was very popular along the Northeastern Coast during the 1920's. 
When Mr. Moeller came he expressed the desire to do away with the bugles, but there 


were too many buglers and too much had been invested in the instruments. 


THE BUGLE: In the beginning the corps utilized the straight Boy Scout or Army bugle 
in the key of “G” with four basic notes. The use of different length bugles did not change 
the basic notes or the fundamental use of the bugle which the corps used mainly as 
fanfares and introductions to fife and drum pieces. Under Mr. Moeller's direction and 
with an upgrade in the abilities of the buglers, the instrument was given a more 
sophisticated role and is considered by some the instrument that gives balance to the 


corps performance. 


THE FIFE: As with the bugle, the fifeis thesametype ofinstrument used now that was 
used in the corps” beginning. Instruments by various fife makers have been used and in 


some cases the two piece fife has been used. However, it has always been the six hole 
variety with no added holes or mouth pieces, etc. We believe we have the strongest fife 
line of any corps around, which is important since our forte has always been parade 


work. 


THE DRUM: Here we arrive at the biggest change in the corps’ instrumentation. 
Before Mr. Moeller came to the group, rod tensioned, metal snare and bass drums were 
used. The snare drums were approximately 14" in diameter by 12" in depth, the snares 
were metal and the heads were calf skin, the only similarity with the drums to follow. 
The bass drums were of similar material and measured approximately 12" by 24". One 
stick bass drumming was used, the beater head being of soft material. With the arrival of 
Mr. Moeller, the corps switched to the rope tensioned drum with the only metal being the 
material that held the snares in place, i.e., the snare strainer and anchor. The snares 
were of gut instead of the metal variety. The snare drums measured 17”x17” with slight 
variations. The bass drums measured 14"x26". All drums heads are of calf skin and 
mufflers are not used on any of the drums. The current Dickerson snare or field drum 
measures 17”x20”, while the bass measures 16"x26". АП ofthe drums are adorned with 


an elaborate eagle and were made by Mr. Moeller, who also did the painting. 
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ABOUT OUR MUSIC 


Most of our music was arranged by Mr. Moeller. When he first came to the corps he had 
the fifes and drums playing all of the popular tunes of that era known to most all fife and 
drum corps, such as “Old Dan Tucker”, “Rally Round the Flag”, “Old Oaken Bucket”, 
“Men of Harlech” etc., and for the bugles such pieces as “Semper Fidelis", "West Point”, 
and many of the Army Bugle Calls. As the Corps became more and more involved in 
parading for Fire Companies, Mr. Moeller began to insert music that was popular with 
the people at the time; for example: “Dear Hearts and Gentle People”, “Rio Rita”, 
“Yellow Ribbon” and many more. Since we had the bugles and wore a 20th century 
uniform we were not bound by style and could get away with playing any tune and at 
any tempo which we felt got the job done. Our basic tempo is about 115. On a hot day it 
can drop to 108-110 and get as high as 120 on a crisp day. In the last 10 years or so the 
corps has begun to play more of the jigs and reels best known to the Ancient Fife and 
Drum Corps’. A lot of the drum beats for some of the tunes such as "Martin's Rattler’ and 
“79th’s Farewell to Gibraltar" have been re-written by Cecil Andrews plus a couple of 
drum solos that have become real crowd pleasers; namely Cecil's “25” and Exercise”. 
Sam Romie has also contributed several drum beats to tunes such as “Liza”, “Wait for 
the Wagon” and “The White Cockade”. Roland Allen and Dave Boddie have 
collaborated on a few of the current arrangements the corps is using. 

We have not included any written music in this presentation because itis hoped thatin a 
very short time the corps will put out a publication of its music, both those written and 
arranged by Mr. Moeller and those written and arranged by members of the present 


corps. 
OUR FIRST VOCAL — TAUGHT TO THE CORPS BY 


ELMER C. HALL 
TROOP 16 SO SWEET 
IS MARCHING DOWN THE STREET, 
IN UNIFORM SO NEAT, 
GEE - BUT AINT THEY HARD TO BEAT. 


PLAYING ON THEIR DRUMS, 

OH MOTHERS HEAR YOUR SONS, 
KHAKI BOYS AND KHAKI CLOTHES 
BOY SCOUT MEMBERS OF THE В. 5. A. 
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MACEO BACON POST 2882 VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS 
FIFE DRUM AND BUGLE CORPS 
MAY 30th 1947 


The corps’ first parade after the second World War. Drum Major is Dan Brown, former 
bugler. Most of the members are still in their service uniforms. Recognizable in the ranks 
other than the drum major are: 

Louis Rhett, George Rhett, James Reavis, Calvin Hill, Richard Jackson, Bert Boddie, 
John Cousins, Taylor Wheeler, Bud Spencer, Archie Johnson, John Spencer, Sheridan 


Reynolds, Sylvester Sims. We apologize to those whom we cannot recognize. 


The scene is North Avenue New Rochelle just south of the New Haven Railroad 


overpass. 
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MACEO BACON POST, NO. 2882, FIELD MUSIC CORPS 


Beterans of Foreign Wars 


OF THE UNITED STATES 





200 NORTH AVENUE 
NEW ROCHELLE, N. Y. 











AND THEN THERE WAS THE TIME ..... 


When the Corps was using the local police station in Monticello, N.Y. to change clothes 
before a parade. Richard Jackson was “accidentally” locked in a jail cell. Hethought he 
was in real trouble when the jailer informed him that the Mayor had the only key and he 
was away for the weekend. Fortunately the key “appeared” before the parade started. 


When we arrived in Ticonderoga just in time to smell the results of the noon blast at the 
paper mill. 


When returning from a parade, Lenny Ayers fell asleep at the wheel while waiting for the 
red light to change. 


When Charlie Carter and Dave Boddie, late for a parade, changed clothes and drivers 
without even slowing down. 


When on the trip to Cranston Rhode Island and late as usual, we ran into a stalled army 
convoy on a one lane road. Dave Boddie led a line of eight cars along the shoulder of the 
road until the convoy was passed. You should have seen the faces of the soldiers as we 
sped past. 


When Doc Garret's brakes didn't hold as he approached a long line of cars stopped on the 
approach to York Town Heights. Whew!!! 


When we really partied at the old Montrose Fire House. 


When we were always the last ones to leave the “Bullpen” after a parade and jam 
session, usually about 1 a.m. 


When we marched down the main street in Mamaroneck with the Mamro Fire Company 
behind us at three (3 a.m.) in the morning. At the next parade we noticed that a lot of 
hats in the Fire Company were back to the black hats. 


When the “Bear Hunters” were the scourge of the County. 


When an irate male citizen wanted to get on the bus and “doin” one of the corps brothers. 


When in Port Jervis George Rhett Sr. and Foe Coleman were strolling along the sidewalk 
window shopping while the corps marched by on parade. 


When Cecil Andrews liked to sing “Pony Boy”. Foe could never stop laughing. 


When Dave Boddie had to change a tire at 3 a.m. and Duarte kept needling him. Thejack 
handle would have been used for more than removing the tire if Fred Archer had not 
been present. 


When Mr. Moeller made the corps rehearse immediately after a competition eventhough 


we had won five trophies. He said we were lousy, and we had won only because “the other 
corps were Lousier”!!! 
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Dear 014 Dave; Friday 


I will not try to answer your letter in full but І con- 
sidered 1% ranked a reply now. 


It seemed very good to hear from you and I appreciate 
your consideration for me and the interest in the corps and I am 
also optimistic about the future when the frame of the organization 
will be solid. There is no worry about size but quality. You really 
have SOME reliable men; on this you build. Even Jones said on the way home 
that he had missed rehearsal because he thought nobody would be there, 
Absentees not only lose themselves but they cause loss to others. 
It is inconceivable how a man ( member) can refrain from meeting with his 
old friends and partake of the activities which he profess to love. BAH! 
And how are you going to enjoy anything you cannot do? And how are you 
going to do it if you do not practice, There is no answer but that they 

are not a part of the wholeand just plainly don't want anybody else to 

be. 

I can't help being disappointed and low when they don't 
show up,like last Tuesday and when things don't go right SOMEBODY must 
worry and somebody has to suffer, Apathy will never get you anywhere. 


I again spent most all day on corps business. I wrote to 
Colonel Bowers,Colonel Makoney,Colonel (?) ( Grand Marshal Irving, 
Captain - can't think of his name - at Fort'Jay and Arnold Stern. 


I had to sent ColBowers a short history of the corps. 
Am sending you a copy of it. 


Thought of it CAPTAIN SHOBLE. Me wrote me a nice letter 
which I sent to Stern. It would have been necxessary for me to attend 


two rehearsals on the island which surely was too much. I hated to be 
deprived of this pleasure - and profit. 


I think your selections for the parade are okay. I cer- 
tainly agree that we should start ensemble practice as soon as they 
get thetw or as soon as enough get there. 


Thanks a lot for your letter,1t did me good. Lord 
and Archer will be around this evening. Joe Coleman came ,unexpectedly, 
last evening wanting a copy of Pirates - certainly he got 1t.If we could 
only get the complete routine in the hands of Big Jim! And then have 
him here. But its the DRUMSSDRUMS,that really vount. I guess with you 
and Levister shooting off things are safe. ` 


If you get contact with Stern again ask him how many 


lourishes. will set Jim practicing distance, He was down yesterday. 
Éxpect him this evening. Great if you could drop in,Hay? Ы т 


Regards and Thanks 


Received an invitation from s 
Lancraft - Oldtimers! night. 
Did you? , 
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FOURTEEN SOUTH TENTH AVENUE 
MOUNT VERNON, N.Y. December 25,1955 


Dear Dave; 


Comrade Carew dropped in last evening and departed 
without giving me time for anything. and then I opened the en- 
velope he had left. It was like the explosion of = ‘BOMB ~ inv- 
reverse. It did the opposite of destruction. The act of the 
coros was above and beyond appreciation..It would be inadequate 
if I said it mace me happy for it was beneficial; I should write 
a paragraph of gratitude - I can't say thanks! 


I will not try to express my thoughts or feelings or 
measure the value of your wonderful Christmas present. We 
will wait end see if I can possibly deserve it. 


It is my fondest hope that the future will unfold in 
a way now looking possible for me to make this big gift of the 
corps become an investment. 


vith те things are progressing but I have plenty of 
work end tnc worry of earthly uncertainty. Your tremendous donation 
will зо a long way toward the success of my invention. Everything 
I do now із іп the chain which lifts the PEDAL. Everything depends 
on it ‚so to sneak. But it is great! I have added ONE MORE improve- 
ment which I guess is the last for a while. It really is GREAT and 
will add со the sales. It is an addition of considerable strength 
to the slreacy strong clamp and still more safety - I could not 
witholA iris for а new attraction on later models for I must make 
the first one a smash hit. Mr. Verman has completed his biggest 
(the assenbly ) jig now.You could not possibly get the set made 
and h-ve them designed for $500.00 I am so fortunste for his 
interest - and it makes things safer. He'll get his. 


I have not slept better or as good in a long time as I did 
last night; Тае Dickerson Field Music Christmas Present was 
Soothing; A terrific financial boost; Effective as a morale end 
encouregement builder. NOW please give me a chence to repay. 


I hove you can let the boys,every one,know how I have 
tried to reflect му feelings. Its the same old way. 
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TAPS is blown in front of the World War II 
Plaque at City Hall during a special break made in 
yesterday's Memorial Day Parade for that purpose. 
Bugler is Charles Garrett of the Charles W. Dickerson 


Post's Fife, Drum and Bugle Corps—Staff Photo by 
John Marrone 


- SIC )SRRILLING FIFES AND ROLLING DRUMS 





SPINE - TINGLING martial passing the reviewing stand 
music was played by the Charles set. up in front of City Hall on 
W. Dickerson Post's Fife, Drum Main Street. Salesian High 
and Bugle Corps. seen here- School Albert Leonard Junior 


High School, American Legion 
Post 8, New Rochelle High 
School, Isaac E. Young Junior 
High School and the Boys Club 


of New Rochelle also provided 
bands for the parade — Staff 
photo by John Marrone. 
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Бі Drum Corps 
Plays In Connecticut 


NEW.ROCHELLE — The Char- 


les W. Dickerson Fife, Drum and 
Bugle Corps will Journey to Deep 
River, Connecticut, Saturday, 
where the corps will play the fea- 
ture role in the annual Deep Riv- 
¡er Ancient Muster, an 85-year-old 
‘event. 5 

At the start, the boys gathered 
to swap stories and play on 
their instruments until the wee 
hours. Today, this event has bal- 
looned into such a large event 
that organizations are restricted 
to! just three minutes playing 
time. 

But one organization is selected 
from. ;the “group ала” given the 
feáture spot which allows for 20 
minutes playing time before a 
¡huge outdoor audience. Dickerson 
[Corps, which for over 15 years 
| delighted the crowds with its in- 





\terpretation of ancient music of | 


the Revolution and Civil War era, 


:gets the spot this year. 1 


"Ancient 

An:Ancient Corps is one that 
limits its instrumentation to the 
¡Fife and Drum. Although the 
| Diekersoón Corps has a bugle line, 
jit is permitted in this select group 
by its adherence to the ancient 
time and fife and drum interpre- 
tations, 
' The Dickerson Corps was so 
loudly applauded in 1963, that it 
was forced to play an encore.| 
One of the old timers remarked} 
that it was the first time he had! 
ever heard a corps so honored. | 

The Charles Dickerson Corps 
was formed іп 1929, as a part of 
the Boys Scout Troop 16 of New 
Rochelle. It was the brain child: 
of Elmer C. Hall, scoutmaster, 
who was succeeded by Byron 
Martin. 

An independent outfit since 1949; 
the Corps adopted the name of 
Charles W. Dickerson, a member 
killed in World War II. Charles 








‚| Terry, secretary; 


Garrett, drum major and’ David 


L. Boddie, business manager and 
acting instructor, 

Other officers included: Milla£d 
Levister, vice president, . Thomas 
C. Andrews, treasurer;. George 
Rhett, financial secretary; Arthur 
Roland Allen, 
quartermaster: Clarence Glenn, 
assistant. ` 
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y] JEFE BELMONT. 
„DEEP. RIVER 一 The annual 
‘muster held Saturday was a big 
success 'as.the town played host 
to an estimated 10,000 spectators 
who" lined the streets to watch 
„Ше parade. < 


i The weather was hot and hu- 


mid -but it did not keep anyone 
-from enjoying himself, Towards 
“Ше late afternoon it' began to 
shower but not hard enough to 
1 pen either the crowd’s spirit 
то; the corps’ spirit. 


ён total-of ^50 , organizations 
participated “in the muster in- 
ae ing the - host corps, the 
‚senior, “junior and novice fife 
гапа drum corps of Deep River. 
EN «Før: the first time one corps 
¿wagásingled -out to give a Теа. 
ture: resentation. '. x 
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Dickerson Corps Accorded 


Deep River Muster Honor 


The New Rochelle - 
Charles W. Dickerson Fife; 
Drum and Bugle Corps will 
journey to Deep River, Conn.. 
Saturday, when the corps will 
play the feature role in the an- 
nual Deep River Ancient Must- 


Nelson is its president, William er 


This will make the first time 
‘in the history of this muster 


that other than an ancient curps | 


has been so featured, The Dick- 
erson group is not considered a 
truly Ancient Corps hecause it 
has a bugle line. The ancient 
classification restricts instru- 
mentaticn to fife and drum. 


based | 


Members ot the Dickerson 
Corps consider its bugle line not 
only most important to the or- 
ganization, but also one cf the 
| best in any type corps. 

The Dickerson Corps was se- 


groups because of its ability to 
nlease the crowd every time it 
has appeared at the Ancient 
Muster. The Corps has bcen a 
steadv narticipant in this event 
for more than 15 years. 

In 1963 the Corps was forced 
to give an encore by popular 
demand. This was the first. ‚time | 
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New Юст STAND RAD STAR. 


lected from a group cf 15 or 20; 


W. Dickerson Field Music from 
New Rochelle, N. Y. which res 
ceived the honor because of its 
consistent support of the master 
since its revival іп 1947 and be- 
cause it is one of'the better 
corps in existence. It thrilled 
the crowd with beating drums: 
and shrill fifes and blaring 
trumpets. 
Takes Challenge Cup 


This year the Challenge Cup 
was presented to the Potomac 
Field Music from Springfield, 
Virginia. The award, a Gorham 
sterling silver bowl is present- 
ed each year іе that outfit .with 
the most authentic presentation. 

The corps won. the bowl in 
uniforms that were hand made 
and researched to copy those 


actually лят. 3776- 





Ка гін 


THE STANI 


such a request was made at the 
muster. 

The Deep River Muster start- 
ed over 85 years ago'and has 
been an annual event since 1947. 
It is currently directed by Ed 
Olsen. 

Prior to the ‘events’ at the 
field there will be'a short pa- 
rade cf all the organizations 
taking part. Following this, the 
Corps will have an cpportunity 
to play before the hundreds of 
spectators. 

The Dickerson Corps * will 
¡give its featured exhibition at 
2 p.m. Following this, the Corps 
will travel to Stony Point, N.Y., 
where it will take part in the 
Firemen's parade leading the 
Cortlandt Engine Company cf 
Montrose. This event will mark 
the halfway point in the busy 
season for the Corps that has al- 
“| ready played before thousands 
¡oí spectators and won several 
| trophies. 
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Carla W. Dickerson 


FIELD MUSIC INCORPORATED 
NEW ROCHELLE, NEW YORK 
PICTURE TAKEN MAV 21, 1065 10 A.M. 


BRAND NEW UNIFORMS AND THE 
BEGINNING OF GREATNESS NOT 
THOUGHT OF BEFORE 





TOP TO BOTTOM — LEFT TO RIGHT 
Romey, Nelson, Morehead, Justice, Richardson, Gunthorpe, Lybrand, Bell, Wheeler, 
Wimberly, Sowell, J. Ayers 
Holmes, Terry, Small, G. Rhett Jr., Bynum, C. Garrett Sr, Lord Allen, Andrews, Cobb, 
Darden, Levister 
L. Ayers, Carter, Kinney, Shaw, Duarte 
Boddie, Coleman, C. Garrett Jr., W. Garrett, Burgess, Carew 
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In 1966 and again in 1967, The Dickerson Corps hosted what is known as an Ancient 
Muster. This is always a large undertaking and since it was the first for the group you 
may understand the anxiety and work that went into such an under taking. In the course 
of things we found it necessary to force a character change at city hall in order to 


adequately provide our guest corps with the necessary refreshments. 


On the day of the muster a lot of help came from the Company of Fifers and Drummers 
with Bill Pace and the muster aid committee handling the mike and Cheryl (nee) 
Emanuelson as Field Director. Also the Boddie “kids”, Maxine, Dace and Su were extra 
busy selling records and buttons. Montrose's Cortlandt Engine Company made its 


presence felt by manning the beer tent and providing the taps and tents for same. 


Last but not least, this was one of the finest hours ofthe Ladies Auxiliary. The food they 


prepared and served is still talked about around the muster circuit. 


The following pages of “Things” have to do with the masterful undertaking. Since the 


majority of items were duplicated in 1967 only a significant token is placed for that year. 





CHARLES W. DICKERSON ANCIENT MUSTER 
Saturday - September 10,.1966 


Name of Corps 


Will attend Шш Will not attend | | 
Number of Members 


Tentative Number of Meal Tickets: 
Adults Children 
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THE STANDARD-STAR 
New Rochelle, N.Y. 


Thursday, August 18, 1966 


Dickerson 
Corps Plans 
Muster Fete 


The Charles W. Dickerson | 
Fife Drum and Bugle Corps of 
New Rochelle will host an ‘‘an- 
cient muster” Saturday Sept. 10. 

More than 25 of the top fife 
and drum corps from the North- 
eastern States will participate 
in this effort to bring the au- 
thentic music of the Revolu- 
tionary and Civil War periods 
to the Westchester area. 

Following a parade at noon! 
along Hamilton. Ave., New Ro- 
chelle, the Corps will assemble, 
at City Park Field where each: 
unit will demonstrate its excel- 
lence in drumming and fifing of 
:the traditional martial music of 
the Early American period. 
. This'will be the first assem- ; 
blage of this type to.be pre-| 
sented in this area. For infor-| 
mation in.the history and true 
meaning of the muster.and the; 
instruments played, subsequent | 
articles will be presented ih this | 
Be first, describing the | 

istory of Ancient Musters, will! 
«appear ‘Monday. | 
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THE STANDARD-STAR 
New Rochelle, N.Y. 
Monday, August 22, 1966 


“Ancient Muster” 








Dickerson Corps Carries On 
Fife-Drum Music Tradition 


By DAVID L. BODDIE 
and JERRI CLEMMONS 

When the Charles W. Dicker- 
son Corps presents its “ancient 
muster" Sept. 10 at City Park 
in New Rochelle, Westchester 
will be introduced to an event 
that has long been a tradition 
in New England. What is an 
"ancient muster" and how did 
it originate? 

The term ''ancient" when ap- 
plied to a fife and drum corps, 
embodies a. style of playing, 
type of: instruments, uniforms 
and accouterments which were 
associated with our early Amer- 
ican heritage.. 

The term “muster,” accord- 
ing to Webster, was used long 
ago to describe a “gathering or 
assembling. of troops, as for а 
parade", This word is again in 
common,usage today among the 
“sum Тара’ fife. enthusiasts of 
New «England, Virginia and 
Pennsylvania to announce a 
meeting 'of the so called “ап- 
cient’*- fifers and drummers 
whose prime purpose is to per- 


petuate the‘ tradition of Early | 


American martial music, 


Civil War Music | 
In the Civil War, the stirring 


music *of.'the fife and drum | 
arose to probably its greatest 


fieights and, many memorable 
tunes were written during those 
years. Keeping time to the tunes 
of the fife and drum, the Con- 
federate soldiers marched to 
war. 


. For four years of struggle || 


this music was one of the few 
did not matter where the tunes 
solaces of the soldier's life. It 
originated—even to the point 
they were adopting the Yankee 
airs and accepting them as the 
production of their fellow coun- 


-trymen. 


'It is said the various tunes 
passed back and forth over the 
Mason Dixon line eventually 
working . their way from one 


front to the other Вер elabor- |, 


ated upon and passed along by 
regimental fifers and drum- 
mers. 

Whenever various regiments 
were bivouaced in the same 
area the fifers and drummers 
would get together, exchanging 
tunes and beats. They may have 
mustered on the village square 


| | 








for inspection, each unit march- 
ing to the music of the fife and 
irum. 

It can also be assumed these 
"musters" were training peri- 
ods for new fifers and drum- 
mers. Here the young musicians 
would gather to learn new 
styles and songs in a relaxed 
atmosphere much in the sense 
that the modern day muster is 
conducted. | 


Thus, we can see that our an- 
cient corps are direct descend- 
ants-of the early American fife 
and drum corps and that the 
principle of the muster is a con- 
tinuation of these Early Coloni- 
al “training days.” 

In contrast to the modern day 
marching and  maneuvering 
drum and bugle corps, the an- 
cient muster is not a competi- 
tion. The majority of the ancient 
corps are members of the' Com- 
pany of Fifers and Drummers, 
an organization founded prin- 
cipally to perpetuate the tradi- 
tion of the early music of our 
country. 


The oldest of the modern day 
musters is that held at Deep 
River, Conn. At its inception 
more than 15 years ago, this af- 
fair was known as a Field Day 
or “whackup.” A few years 
later, Gus Moeller, the Dicker- 
son Corps instructor, suggested 
the old term ‘‘muster’’ be em- 
ployed to describe these gath- 


erings of fifers and drummers, 
and since then this affair has 
been known as the Deep River 
Ancient Muster. 

Other States Follow . 

While musters' have been pop- 
ular in Connecticut for many 
years (Westbrook, Fairfield ‚аз 
well as Deep Rivér) it is only 
in recent years that “ancients” 
have occurred in our: Southern 
and Midwestern states. The 
state of Virginia, for example, 
has adopted this tradition with | 
great enthusiasm as has Mary- 
land and Pennsylvania. 

Paralleling the interest in the 
ancient muster in New England, 
the Dickerson Corps is attempt- 
ing to carry on this tradition by 
bringing these fife and drum 
corps to the Metropolitan area 
on Sept. 10. 

Next Article: The Instruments 
€ Music Corps 
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Fifes And Drums Traced 
Far Back Into History 


By DAVID L. BODDIE 
And JERRI CLEMMONS 

The fife. aná drum corps that 
the Chrarles W. Dickerson Corps 
will bring to City Park Field 
Saturday, * Sept. '10, represent 
some of the” fiñest “ancient” 
musicians in .this part of the 
country. 

There are: :several. factors 
which determine ; whether E 
corps is to be, considered truly 
“ancient”. First, the fife and 
drum the only. instruments em: 
ployed; second, the drums are 
of the rope-tension type with-a 
beat of no more than 100 per 
minute; third, though there are 
slight allowances: made Тог ‘the 
tempo, ‘the instrumentation ‚is 
very rigid; fourth, the instru- 
ments, uniforms and :accouter- 
ments are authentic replicas. of 
those used in the subject period 
of our early ‘history. 


The history of thése fifes aud 
drums can be traced far‘ be- 
yond the birth ‘of our country. 


The Romans introduced the 
drum into Western Europe and 
Britain and it was carried by 
the English during the Crusades. 
The deep, rope tensioned, wood- 
en drums, used by our ancient 
corps today were: introduced 
into the American Colonieg in 
company with the earliest set- 
tlers of Virginia and New Eng- 
land. 

Dates Back то 1515 _ . 

The fife dates as far back as 
1515. It was first used with -the 
drum for martial тане hvi <a 
British Guard in 1747. It was. 
from associations with the 1.2... 
ish troops on duty in America 
that our colonial militia learned | 
the art of drumming and fifing: : | 

Drums and fifes.were.the only: 
musical instruments used by. 
our military and naval forces. 
during and for many years ‘after | 
the Revolutionary “Маг, ‘The’ 
drum being a.loud instrument 
was used to beat calls for mili- 
tary formations, to signal com- : 
mands and to “beat the charge’ 
Its rhythmic. beat was also ad- 
mirably adopted for regulating 
the movements of soldiers in 
the line of march. 

Many of the early tunes of 
the Colonial period. have long 
since been lost yet the, beat and 
basic style of playing remains. 
Today one associates the. more 
fimiliar tunes of "Yankee Doo- 













dle", “Marching through Georg 
la” with the ancient, (001%; 
Tracing back the flktory 
these tunes it ig PUN thatmány | 
of them long associated with the' 
South were once truly North- 
ern' pieces and vice versa. 


2150 nave interesting histories. | 


For example, the "Downfall” is 
associated as far back as 125 
years when it was first. played 
by the Marine drummers. It 
was soon accepted as an ideal 


piece for exhibiting excellence ! 


in drumming. 

The “Battle Hymn of the Re- 
public" (more commonly asso- 
ciated with the South under the 
titla of “John Brown's Dady!) 
became a famous Civil War 
tune which the soldiers sang 
along with the fifes by the camp 
fires. The words were changed 
as the tune worked its way 


For example, "Dixie' was a| North and it became known 


Northern: minstral tune which 
the Southimade its own and 
gave it a degree of rebel im- 
mortality.: This song, today one 
of ‚the.;more Чат Шаг ancient 
drum and ‘fife’ tunes, was. writ- 
ten: by ¿Daniel Emmett for Bry: 
ant's Minstrels іп 1859. . 

` Dixie” caught | the spirit of the 
South as:did:no*other tune and 
the minstrel song became the 
nation's. war song. 

"Yankee Doodle” 

. That favorite of the drummers 
and fifers, "Yankee . Doodle”, 
like so many. of our so called 
national songs, its origin is veil- 
ed in mystery. It bears a strong 
resemblance to an old Dutch 
melody and the first part of the 
tune is also reminiscent. of a: 
German street sing. In 1755, dur- 


‚ing the French Canadian War, 


a Dr. Schuckburgh set words to 
it in derision of the New. Eng- 
land troops which ' were. : then 
moving toward Albany, “Үап- 
kee Doodle" then ‚became the 
chief national air of America 
during the latter part :of the 
Revolution —:a melody taken 
from the enemy. | 

Other, tunes commonly `а550- 
ciated with ancient drum and 
"Ше corps (“Marching through 
Georgia”, "Downfall of Paris”, 
"Battle Hymn of the Republic") 


here as the "Battle Hymn”. 

Through the years the style 
of playing underwent: consider- 
able alterations in other sections 
of the country, however .Con- 
necticut in particular maintain. 
ed many of their corps in the 
pattern and mode that had beén 
so popular in New England. 


Next Article: The Charles: W. 
Dickerson Corps 


THE STANDARD-STAR 
New Rochelle, N. Y. 
Wednesday, August 31, 
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Dickerson Corps Founded 


Ås Boy Scout Troop Band 


By DAVID L. BODDIE 


The Charles W. Dickerson 
Fife Drum and Bugle Corps, 
sponsor of the Ancient Muster 
at City Park in New Rochelle 
on Sept. 10, is believed to be 
the oldest continual instrument- 
al organization in the city. 
Founded in 1929, this corps has 
undergone several reorganiza- 
tional phases each of which has 
contributed favorably to its 
growth and popularity. 

In 1928 Elmer C. Hall together 
with Mary G. Boddie, Donald 
Grant Sr. 


Rochelle. To provide the troop | 
with much needed impetus and 
enthusiasm, Mr. Hall conceived 
the idea of a band.and thus the 
grandfather of the Charles W. 
Dickerson Corps was born. 

Many can recall the names of 
some of the boys who first 
marched down North Avenue 
May 30, 1929; Percy Ellis, Doug- 
las Moye, Donald Grant Jr., 
William . Middleton, William | 
Tucker to mention only a. few. 
Scout. Troop Grows 

With the incentive of a band: 
the troop grew and in 1931 three 
members of the present. Dicker- 
son Corps were added; Leonard 
Hill, George Rhett. and David 
Т... Boddie, · 

In 1934 the ¿Corps ‘underwent 
lts first change :with ‘the de- 
parture of Mr. Hall The. troop 
and band were left in the hands, 
of Byron Martin ‘who, in. 1935, 
obtained the services of Sand- 
ford A. "Gus". Moeller to : “Яі 
rect the drum'corps.. 

Gus was an: accomplislied mu- 
sician ånd. an authority on the 
“ancient” type of music featur- 
ing the ‘горе tension drum :and 
two stick base drumming. Thus 
the corps started its second 
period of transition and develop- 
ment.. 

“Under” the direction of Mr. 
Moeller, ithe corps entered. com- 
petitions, gave concerts and 'eX- 
hibitions.: However, the , troop 
soon found that it could not af- 
ford these activities: and Corps 
was adopted as the official band 
of VFW post.- The post covered 
all expenses of maintaining and 
operating the band with . the 


; strict stipulation thåt eacit'mem 


ber remain an active partici- 
pant in the Boy. Scouts; 
World's Fair Winners, 

In 1939 Mr. Moellér. sent: four. 
snare drummers. and one bass 
drummer to. the: ` NewYork] 


and Dr. Scott obtain- | 
ed a charter for a Boy Scout ¡ 
Troop in the Negro area of New | 


World's Fair. The’ bass drum: 


} 


‘| 


mer, Louis Rhett who retired | 


from active playing in January, 


i Snare drum quartet (David Bod. 
die, Bernard Hill, James Reavis 


their category as well. 


another change when the corps 
became an independent unit and 
acquired the name Charles W. 
Dickerson as a memorial to a 
| former member who was killed 
in World War II. It was in this 
period that the corps made its 
first association with. volunteer 
fire: companies. For the past 
| nine years the Dickerson Corps 
has maintained a close associa- 
tion with the Cortlandt Engine 
Company of 'Montrose with 
| whom they have shared innu- 
merable trophies. М 

In 1960 “Сиз” Moeller died їп 
Oxford, N.Y., at the age.of 84. 
It is impossible to express the: 
impact that this man had оп 
the corps. He left them with an! 
| unending desire to carry on as 
| they had under his direction and 
to play at their best with'their 
| prime aim being to please those | 
who come to see and hear them. 

The Dickerson Corps, -while 
not a true “ancient”. corps, be- 





cause of bugle accompaniment, 


was invited to participate, in the 
Deep: River Ancient Muster in 
1963. In 1965 this corps/ was fea- 
tured at this event. In the fall of 
that year the corps “was asked 
to join the Company: of Fifers 
and Drummers:in an; exhibition 
at the . World's: Fair.‘ “Shortly 
thereafter the ‘Dickerson Corp 
became a permanent. member 


won the competition with an al-| 
i most perfect score of 99.4, The j 


and George Rhett, Sr.) won in- 


The fall of 1949 brought about: 


! Bugle Section, Albert‘ Kinney, 
«Section - leader; . John, 'Ahers, 
: Lawrence Burgess, Charles Е. 
| Carter, . Charles : Garrett Sr.. 
Charles Garrett Jr., Charles 
Wimberly, Joseph Hollis. 


Fife Section, Roland Allen, 

| section leader; Fred Archer, 
i William Garrett, ` Clarence Lord; 
| James Small, Curtis Taylor, Ar- 
thur Terry, Robert James (At- 

tending College), Wendy · Gun- 
| thorpe- (Military ^ Service) 

Wayne Gunthorpe. 

Snare Drum Section, David L. 
Boddie, section leader; Thomas 
C. Andrews, Leonard ‘Ayers, 
Fred Carew, Leonard , Hill, 
George Rhett Sr., George Rhett 
Jr., Jerome Rhett, Samuel Rom- 
le, William Shaw. " 

Bass drum section, Millard 
Levister, section leader; Walter 








of the company. This is the | Brooks (Military Service) Rob- 

only corps in: the organization | ert Bynum, Louis Rhett (Retir: 

that employs ‘bugles; this being | ed),.William Smith, Alonzo Cole- 

“ай exception and ап honor. man. 

Corps Personnel, Color Guard, Charles: Nelson, 
Board of -directors, Stanley | section leader; Earl Gunthrope, 





Godsey, Daniel. Boddie, Earl| Andrew Justice (Military Serv- 
Gunthorpe. _ ice), Miller Lybrand, William 
Officers, Charles Nelson, pres- Morehead, Kenneth Richard- 


ident; Millard Levister,. vice | son. 
president; Arthur Terry, secre- 


(агу, Thomas С; Andrews, 
‘treasurer; George Rhett Sr., ! 
financial: secretary, . David L. 


Boddié, business manager and 
company representative; James 
S. Small, assistant business 
manager; Roland Allen quar- 


ftermasfer; ‘Clarence*Glenn, as- 
| sistant quartermaster and: field 
mager, Charles ‚Garrett SE 


THE STANDARD-STAR 


"sergeant- atarms. 
i Drum Major, William Garrett. 


New Rochelle, N.Y. 
Friday, September 2, 1966 


Ancient Muster Includes 


Parade, Corps” Jam Session 


The Charles W. Dickerson 
Fife Drum and Bugle Corps will 
sponsor an ancient muster Sat- 
urday at noon at City Park 
field. In case of rain the parade 

“to City Park will be canceled 
and the muster will be held at 
New Rochelle Armory, East 
Main Street. More than 25 corps 
will participate. 

The parade will start on Ham- 
ilton 'Avenuc and Beaufort 
Place, proceed along Hamilton 
Avenue to Hunter Avenue, up to 
Fifth Avenue and terminate at 
City Park Field. 

Mayor Alvin R. Ruskin will be 
among dignitaries who will lead 
the parade. Mr. and Mrs. Rhylie 
Dickerson, parents of the late 
Charles W. Dickerson will also 
be in the parade. 

The musical units will line up 
in the following order: Chas. W. 
Dickerson Fife, Drum and Bu- 


gle Corps; The Deep River Sen- 
jors; Tories and Juniors; The 
Germantown Ancients; The 
New York Regimentals; the 
Ancient Mariners; Bethpage; 
Stony Creek; Essex; Village 
Volunteers; Westbrook Juniors 
and Seniors; Mt. Kisco, and 
Sam Dow Post of Yonkers. 

The Lancraft Fife and Drum 
Corps from New: Haven Connec- 
ticut, which inspired the Dick- 
erson Corps in its early stages, 
also will take part in the mus- 
ter. 

Its drums also were made by 
the late Sanford А. “Gus” Moel- 
ler, who made the drums for 
the Dickerson Corps. 


The Muster will begin with a 


flag raising ceremony led by 


Byron Martin. The Dickerson 
Buglers will play “То The Col- 
ors", and “The Star Spangled 
Banner” will be played by the 


New York Regimentals. A brief 
memorial ceremony wil follow 
honoring those who died while 
still connected with the Dicker- 
son Corps. Taps will be played 
by Charles Garret Sr. and Jr. 

The Charles W. Dickerson 
Corps will play to officially 
start the parade and perform- 
ances of other corps. 


'A massing of fifers and drum- 
mers will play ''Downfall Of 
Paris", after which the Charles 
W. Dickerson will sing “We've 
Come A Long Way Together". 


In the picnic area, all mem- 
bers of the participating corps 
will gather for a “Jam-session”, 
a highlight of the activities 
when members of all Corps get 
together and play ancient tunes. 

Listeners are invited to send 
reactions of the program to 
Business Manager David L. 
Boddie of 45 Midwood St, 
Brooklyn, N.Y., 11225. 


THE STANDARD-STAR 
New Rochelle, N.Y. 


Wednesday, September 7, 1966 
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THE PRESIDENT 
80 Guien Place 
New Rochelle, N.Y. 


This authorizes - 
A nn NS | 


to solicit ADS to be placed in the JOURNAL supporting the 
DICKERSON ANCIENT MUSTER to be held Saturday September 10, 
1966. 


Valid only when properly signed and sealed. Invalid after 
August 1, 1966. 


We appreciate your cooperation. 


Charles Н. Nelson ——— 
President 

Chas. W. Dickerson 
Field Music Incorporated 


(eB) 


“Signature of Solicitor 
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Mill Your 
nrps Attend 


1H h 4 Í М, AN ANCIENT MUSTER 
4 


111 р Й 2 SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 1966 
+ 

11 h y* 2 CITY PARK FIELD, NEW ROCHELLE, N.Y. 
A + 


ЗЧ ия Фа тиц It? 


THE CHARLES W. .DICKERSON FIFE DRUM € BUGLE CORPS 








Or NEW ROCHELLE, NEW YORK 


This is our first attempt to bring real ANCIENT MUSIC to the people 
of this area. The success of the event will depend on your participation. 


NO JUDGES. МО FEES. NO FUSS. PLENTY OF SPACE, 
ME Te OP BEER AND SODA. JOLLIFICATION TO FOLLOW 


If you are interested, we would like to know NOW so that we can go 
ah- d with our plans so that everyone will have a good time. Please 
complete and mail the attached pre -addressed post card promptly. 


Registration blanks will follow shortly. 
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MUSTER REGISTRATION FORM Registration No. 


Gates W. Dickerson 


FIELD MUSIC INCORPORATED 
OFFICIAL NAME OF CORPS 





Mailing address: C/O 

ADDRESS 

CITY 

STATE ZONE 
Number of Refreshment Tickets you will require 


AS 


PLEASE GIVE US COMPLETE INFORMATION BELOW FOR THE ANNOUNCER AND 


LOCAL NEWSPAPER PUBLICITY 


Name of Drum Major ....... 





Year Organized ;........... 





Number in Line ............ 


Style & Colors of Uniform... 


Selections to be played...... 


BRIEFLY DESCRIBE THE FOUR MOST RECENT SIGNIFICANT ACHIEVEMENTS 
OR APPEARANCES OF YOUR CORPS: 





REGISTRATION FORMS MUST BE RETURNED 


TO THE BELOW ADDRESS PRIOR „Zn 





TO AUGUST 15th: 


L m 





eg ad 


Mr. Millard Levister 
17 Beekman. Avenue 
Mount Vernon, New York 


_ ا 


This muster is sponsored by the 
CHARLES W. DICKERSON FIELD MUSIC INC. 
in cooperation with 
The Company of Fifers & Drummers 
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North 


- 


NEW ENGLAND THRUWAY 


vr - ~ = = о ч — === 


From Connecticut 


CHARLES W. DICKERSON ANCIENT MUSTER 
City Park Field, New Rochelle, N.Y. 
September 10, 1966 


/ North Avenue > 
Follow signs to 
NORTH AVE. 





From New York get off at EXIT 7 
From Connecticut - EXIT 8 


5th Avenue 


CITY 
PARK FIELD 
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Charles W, Dickerson 
Fife Drum & Bugle Corps 





Announces 


Saturday = SEPTEMBER [Oth 


Parade at Noon 
Muster Immediately Following 


City Park Fjeld New Rochelle Л. Y 


ADMISSION FREE 
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LOCAL DIGNITARIES 
APPROACH MUSTER FIELD 





DICKERSON COLOR GUARD 





CORPS) AND MRS. ELEANOR 
DICKERSON, MOTHER OF 
CHARLES W. DICKERSON, WATCH 
PROCEEDINGS. 





Pu. 5 У 


NEW YORK REGIMENTALS 
PLAYING THE NATIONAL ANTHEM 
TO OPEN THE MUSTER. 
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SOME OF THE MUSTER PERFORMERS 





SAM DOW POST 
YONKERS, N.Y. 





STONY CREEK 
å 2. STONY СВЕЕК, CONN. 


BEE 





RISUS 





WESTBROOK SENIORS 
WESTBROOK, CONN. 


SAILING MASTERS 1812 
ESSEX, CONN. 
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DAVE BODDIE JR. 
LESLIE AND BILL PACE 
AT THE ANNOUNCER’S TABLE 








GERMANTOWN ANCIENTS 
DANBURY, CONN. 


еду < 


МТ. KISCO ANCIENTS 
MT. KISCO, N. Y. 


ELL 





THE INTERNATIONAL RUDIMENTAL DRUM QUARTET 
ENTERTAINS THE CROWD AT MUSTER 


(from left to right) 
David Boddie, Bernard Hill, James Reavis and George Rhett Sr., 
Showing the style that won them the International Drum Quartet Championship in 
1939 when they were still Boy Scouts. 
Alonzo “Foe” Coleman is backing the group with the bass drum. 
Boddie and Rhett were still members of the corps when the picture was taken. Hill and 
Reavis were inactive at the time but returned for “Muster Day” and were urged to strap 
on the drum and perform the same pieces that had won them the award. The pieces were 
“Three Camps” and the “Downfall of Paris”. 
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MASS FIFING AND DRUMMING 


JAM SESSION 








113 


аа W Dickerson 


FIELD MUSIC INCORPORATED 
POST OFFICE BOX 22 
NEW ROCHELLE, NEW YORK 


October 6, 1966 


OFFICE OF: 
Muster Committee Chairman 
32 Coligni avenue 
New Rochelle, New York 


TO THE 


THE SUCCESS ОҒ ANY MUSTER DEPENDS PRIMARILY ON THREE IMPORTANT 
FACTORS. 
1. THE WEATHER 


2. PREPARATION BY THE HOST CORPS 
3. THE ATTENDANCE AND COOPERATION OF THE VISITING CORPS. 


WE OF " 3 DICKERSON CORPS FEEL THAT OUR FIRST MUSTER WAS RATHER 


SUCCESSFUL, 


WE THANK THE LORD FOR THE WEATHER AND WE THANK YOU FOR YOUR 


ATTENDANCE, COOPERATION AND PERFORMANCE, 


WITH THESE TWO FACTORS GOING FOR US NEXT YEAR WE PLAN TO TAKE 
CARE OF THE OTHER ONE TO THE EXTENT THAT THE 1967 р.һ.М. WILL 


BE EVEN BETTER, 


ON BEHALF OF THE ENTIRE DICKERSON CORPS AND ESPECIALLY THE MUSTER 


COMMITTEE I THANK YOU IN TRUE DRUM CORPS SPIKIT. 






¡mes S, Small 
airman 
Diekerson Muster Committee 


ғ 
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DICKERSON ANCIENT MUSTER COMMITTEE 


JAMES SMALL — General Chairman and Coordinator 

MILLARD LEVISTER — Secretary — Reservations and Registrations 
DAVID L. BODDIE — Treasurer — Journal and Publicity Chairman 
WILLIAM GARRETT — Public Address System 

CLARENCE GLENN — Field Manager 

CHARLES NELSON — Refreshment Chairman 


GEORGE RHETT, SR. — Dignitaries 


The Muster Committee wishes to thank the following people and organiza- 
tions without whose help this muster could not have been accomplished. 


The Honorable ALVIN RUSKIN, Mayor of New Rochelle, his Commissioners, 
the City Manager and the entire staff of workers at City Hall. 

DANIEL W. BODDIE, Attorney 

MR. WILLIAM PACE of the N. Y. Regimentals 

THE COMPANY OF FIFERS AND DRUMMERS 

MRS. JERRI CLEMENS and MRS. HYACINTH LEE 

Officers and Members of the CHARLES W. DICKERSON LADIES AUXILIARY. 


Officers and Members of the CORTLANDT ENGINE COMPANY, Montrose, 
New York. 
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OUR THANKS 


We wish to express our warmest appreciation to those who supported us 
through this Journal. We ask our many friends to patronize the businesses 


advertised within these pages. 


THE OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF THE 
CHARLES W. DICKERSON FIELD MUSIC INC. 
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CHARLES W. DICKERSON-FIELD MUSIC ING. 


NEW ROCHELLE, NEW YORK 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
DANIEL W. BODDIE STANLEY GODSEY EARL GUNTHORPE 


OFFICERS 


CHARLES H. NELSON, President 
MILLARD LEVISTER, Vice-President 
ARTHUR TERRY, Secretary 
THOMAS C. ANDREWS, Treasurer 
GEORGE RHETT SR., Financial Secretary 
DAVID L. BODDIE, Business Manager 
JAMES SMALL, Assistant Business Manager 
ROLAND ALLEN, Quartermaster 
CLARENCE GLENN, Assistant Quartermaster 
CHARLES GARRETT SR., Sergeant-at-Arms 
WILLIAM GARRETT, Drum Major 


SNARE DRUM SECTION FIFE SECTION 

David L. Boddie — Leader Fred Archer — Leader 

Thomas C. Andrews Roland Allen 

Leonard Ayers William Garrett 

Frederick Carew Wayne Gunthorpe 

Leonard Hill Wende Gunthorpe (Military Service) 

George Rhett Sr. Robert James (In College) 

Goerge Rhett Jr. Clarence Lord 

Jerome Rhett James Small 

Samuel Romie Curtis Taylor 

William Shaw Arthur Terry 
BASS DRUM SECTION BUGLE SECTION COLOR GUARD 
Millard Levister — Leader Albert Kinney — Leader Charles Н. Nelson 一 Leader 
Walter Brooks (Military Service) John Ayres Earl Gunthorpe 
Robert Bynum Lawrence Burgess Andrew Justice 
Alonzo Coleman Charles F. Carter (Military Service) 
Louis Rhett (Retired) Charles Garret Sr. Miller Lybrand 
William Smith Charles Garret Jr. William Morehead 

Joseph Hollis Kenneth Richardson 


Charles Wimberly 
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THE CHARLES W. DICKERSON LADIES AUXIL'^RY 


MYRTLE BURGESS — President 

MILDRED NELSON — Ist Vice President 

ODESSA LYBRAND 一 2nd Vice President 

PAULINE GARRETT — Secretary 

LOUVINIA HILL — Treasurer 

HAZEL ALLEN — Financial Secretary 

FRANCINA GUNTHORPE — Welfare Chairman 
BABZELLA DARDEN — Chairman Ways & Means Comm. 
LOLA ANDREWS — Co-Chairman Ways & Means Commi. 
EDITH DUARTE — WAYS 8 MEANS COMM. 

ЕТТА МАЕ BYNUM — Ways 8 Means Comm. 
PATRICIA RHETT — Publicity 

MAE WASHINGTON — Hospitality 





CHARLES W. DICKERSON 


FIFE DRUM & BUGLE CORPS 


Announces 


“ымы РАБА мМ 





D. A.M. 
| 1967 











|^ S IIS Уы 


SATURDAY- SEPTEMBER 11th 


PARADE AT NOON(rain-no parade) 
MUSTER FOLLOWING ( rain-new rochelle armory) 


OVER 25 CORPS 


City Park FIELD 


New Коснеііе, N.Y. 


ADMISSION FREE 
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In 1973, 176 Fifers and Drummers from Switzerland visited the United States. On June 
24, the Dickerson Corps hosted the group in New Rochelle. On arrival they were greeted 
at City Hall by the Mayor and members of his staff. Also present were members of the 
Corps who gave a brief concert for the Swiss who had never heard the corps before. 
Following the corps playing, the Mayor read a proclamation declaring June 24 as Swiss 
Day in New Rochelle; this was received by Dr. Pierre Farine, one of the Swiss Corps 
Leaders who spoke and understood English. 

Following the ceremonies at City Hall the group went to Hudson Park where the hot 
afternoon was spent swimming and having a cool time. Later the group was presented in 
concert at New Rochelle High School along with the Ancient Mariners and Lancraft 


Corps from Connecticut. 





Dr. Pierre Ferrine, S.T.V. Switzerland listens 
as Mayor Frank Garito reads proclamation. 





Dr. Ferrine translating The 
Proclamation to the other 176 
Swiss Corpsmen and Women. 


Alfons Grieder, Champion Swiss 
Drummer, playing the “Downfall 
of Paris” between Sammy Romie 
and Millard Levister. “Doc” 
Garrett, Fred Archer and “Art” 
Terry are the fifers. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 


WASHINGTON 


March 12, 1973 


PERSONAL 
Dear Mr. Boddie: 


It was a pleasure to receive the albums which 
you sent to me with your thoughtful letter and 

the 1966 photograph of the Charles W. Dickerson 
Fife, Drum and Bugle Corps. I was pleased to 
be reminded of this group's performances at the 
time of two of my trips through New York State, 
and 1 want to express my appreciation for your 
kindness in making their recordings available 
for my music library. 


With my gratitude for the goodwill you conveyed 
for my second term, and with my best wishes to 
you and those you represent, 


Sincerely, 


У “117 
i UIT 





Mr. David L. Boddie 

Public Relations Office 

Charles W. Dickerson 
Field Music Inc. 

1467 Durham Road 

Madison, Connecticut 06443 


PERSONAL 
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FIELD MUSIC INCORPORATED 
NEW ROCHELLE, NEW YORK 


To the family and friends of the late Byron Marton who OPPICE OF; 


departed this life December 24, 1974. 


Although he was not directly connected with the Charles W. Dickerson Field Music, 
Inc. as it is known today, Byron Martin was the catalyst that made the current corps 
possible. In 1934 he found himself Scoutmaster of Boy Scout Troop 16 of New Rochelle, 
New York and as such was responsible for the activities of some 30 Boy Scouts, along 
with & sputtering fife, drum and bugle corps. Handling the discipline of this group 
was no problem, because Mr. Martin was a leader in an era when it was still believed 
that to spare the rod was to spoil the child - and Mr. Martin was quite adept at 
handling the rod in the form of & broad paddle applied to the portion of a youngster's 
anatomy that didn't show, but felt the result of such application. 


Mr. Martin was also well equipped to handle all of the necessary activities 
relative to the training of a Scout in Scouting procedures, but was at a loss when 
it came to instructing and holding the interest of а "drum corps." It was his 
decision, abetted by a formidable Troop Committee, to employ the services of Sanford 
A. "Gus" Moeller to "fire up" the corps. The extent to which this was done is known 
to all who have followed the Corps over the past hO-odd years. Many have stood in 
the spotlight of acclamation while serving in the Corps, but it was the untiring 
efforts of Mr. Martin and his friend Cus who deserve most of the credit. Mr. Martin 
became one of the few Black two-stick rudimental bass drummers of his time and it 
was his determination to master his instrument that encouraged many a youngster to 
try a little harder. 


Which of us who are still around can ever forget the joyous times - as well as 
the frustrating hours .Spent in the Martin home at 30 Lincoln (then Winyah) Avenue? 
Never was the hour too late for Mr. Martin and his dear Mother to answer a request 
for help. 


This association has been a lasting inspiration to those of us who have attempted 
to keep the Corps' "fires burning" - for we feel that with much devotion Mr. Martin 
gave of his time end effors and so the many, many hours of strength, courage, dis- 
cipline and joy given to us and the undying spirit and loving memory of Byron Martin 
will be with us for as long as the Corps plays together. 


Respectfully Submitted - 


The Charles W. Dickerson Field Music, Inc. 


David L. Boddie 
President 
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FIELD MUSIC INCORPORATED 


NEW ROCHELLE, NEW YORK 
November 10, 1 


To The family and friends of the late Robert Alonzo Cofeman 
who departed this life Thursday November163, 1930. 


For thirty five yearsRobert Alonzo Coleman was a member of the 
Charles Ш, Dickerson Fife, Drum and Bugle Corps, dating back to 
the days when the боорВ was known as Maceo Bacon Post 2882 

Corps. few people knew or called him by his given nname; to 

one and all cf his friends in and out of the drum corps uorld 

he was known as FOE, Upen his return from a trip to the Bahamas, 
he jokinglv changed the spelling of his nick=name from FOE to 
PHOE 。 


Foe vas the last bass drummer in the corps to be taught by 
Sanfced a "Gus" Moeller who liked to refer to him as Foo, 

Foe was a good bass drummer and he loved to drum as he loved 

the Corps serving it as President and Section Leader, 

Due to 111 Health and an unsteady work schedule he uas not able 
to make as many parade dates but when he dûd show he m з his 
presence felt in the ranks, 


On cccasions that he would come to reheassal hc uas quick to 

let one of the never members use his drum whíle he got out in 
frot of the corps an acted as drum major. We will neber forget 
his enthusiasm on these occasions, We were looking forward to 
Foe returning to a more active role with the Corps but it uas 
not to be and uo are here to-day to say good-bye. 


Yet how do vou say gcad-hye to a man like Foe?? 


You don't - You just say, "Hey Man, we'll see you later." 


Respectfully submitted, 
The Charles Ч, Dickerson Field Music inc, 
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Absence explained 


To the Editor: 

On May 30,1927; Trcop 16 Boy Scouts of America 
of New Rocheiie marched proudiy as part of the Boy 
Scout contigent in the local Memorial Day parade. 
Two years later, this troop was led by a fife, drum 
and bugle corps, which was part of Troop 16. 


From that day in 1929 until May 30, 1978, this 
Corps participated in every Memorial Day parade 
except the war years and one parade that was can- 
celled because of protests. 


First as Troop 16, then as Maceo Bacon Post 2882, 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, and for the past 24 years 
as the Charles W. Dickerson Field Music, these mu- 
sicians performed without a break in service except 
as previously mentioned. In most recent years, the 
Dickerson Corps turned down more lucrative offers 
to play for the "hometown crowd.” 


This year, New York State decided to celebrate 
Memorial Day on the accepted date thereby ignor- 
ing the date as selected by the Federal government. 

As a result, the Corps found that there were not 
enough members with the day off to perform up to 
its usual high standards. It was a double shocker as 
most оС the Corps had Monday, May 29 off with no 
parade in which to participate, while on Tuesday, 
May 30, the few that had the day off had no parade 
because of limited members available. Eight mem- 
hers of the Corps were able to march from Guion 
Place to the Dickerson Home ov Уго Avenue, 
where taps were played as it had been done for the 
past 25 years. 


It is hoped that the powers that be will get their 
act together so that this travesty doesn't occur in 
1979; because thé Corps will be celebrating it 50tk 
year anniversary and What better place to begin the 
season of celebration than in the parade and in the 
city where it all began. 

DAVID L. BODDIE 
Public relations director 
Charles W. Dickerson 
Field Music, Inc. 


Disputes editorial 


To the Editor: 
т would like te "““е exception to The Standard- 
“aria! ` «ny must act on tax 
'h paragraph in 
v We the vot- 


Yo 42. 
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Dickerson Corps bu. y 
HYMNE !, /77. 


The Charles W. Dickerson Drum and Bugle 
Corps of New Rochelle will participate in a parade 
at 1 p.m. in Catskill, N.Y., this Saturday, June 2 
and will take part in a Parade and Muster at 1 p.m. 
Sunday, June 24 in Freehold, N.J. 

The corps, which is in its 50th anniversary year, 
has other dates coming up this year and local resi- 
dents are invited to watch the group when it ap- 
pears in nearby areas. 

Other upcoming dates are Yorktown Heights 
parade, Wednesday June 27, 7 p.m.; Mahopac Pa- 
rade, Thursday, July 12, 7 p.m.; Brewster, Friday 
July 20, 7 p.m.; Tarrytown parade, Wednesday, 
Aug. 1, 7 p.m.; Ossining parade, Tuesday, Aug. 7,7 
p.m.; Montrose 60th anniversary parade, Satur- 
day, Aug. 18, 4 p.m.; Croton parade, Wednesday, 
Aug. 22, 7 p.m.; and Verplank parade, Saturday, 
Sept. 15, 2 p.m. 

The group will be in Dearborn, Mich., later this 
month for several days as part of a muster, and 
will also take part in musters in Deep River, Conn. 
on July 21 and at Westbrook, Conn. on Aug. 25, 
when they will be the featured coros. 


ugle corps highlights 
today's festival lineup 


The International Freedom Festival continues Monday with 
a variety of events scheduled in Detroit and Windsor. 

The C.W. Dickerson Bugle, Fife anó Drum Corps will 
perform at Hart Plaza at noon. The 30-member uniformed band 
from New Rochelle, N.Y., plays military music and demon- | 
strates precision marching. 

The group, founded 50 years ago as a Boy Scout troop, was 
named after the first black pilot at Selfridge Air Force Base. 





HERE'S A partial list of Freedom Festival events Monday: 
EVENT, PLACE TIME 
Freedom Festival Parade 


Ouellette and Shepherd, Windsor 10:15 a.m: | 


Fireboat Commissipning | 

Foot of Hart Plaza 11:39a.m. 
Conklin Carnival 

Downtown Windsor noon-midnight 
International Ethnic Festival 

Hart Plaza noon-i i р.п. 
Band Concert 

Hart Plaza Amphitheater, noor. 
Great Bed Race | 

Ouellette Avenue, Windsor lpm. ' 
American Wind Symphony . | 

Dieppe Park, Windsor 4p.m.-5:30p.m.,8p.m. | 
Detrolt City Dance Company | 

· Hart Plaza Amphitheater 8 р.т., 10 p.m. 

Barbershop Music 

Hart Plaza Amphitheater 9 p.m.-9:45 p.m. 











PARTICIPATION AWARD 
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CHARLES W. DICKERSON 
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Colonial Sapbrook Fifes & Drums 
Village of GID Saybrook 
Colony of Connecticut 
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Greenfield Village 


Dearborn, Michigan 


(Times are the same both days, except as noted) 


10:00 a.m. Concert at Museum entrance by Ist Michigan 
Colonial Fife and Drum Corps. 

10:30 a.m. Concert at Village entrance by Nutmeg 
Volunteer iunior File and Drum Corps. 

12:00 noon Parade trom Village entrance to the Activities 
Field. Parade route will be marked with flags. 
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12:45 p.m. Opening ceremonies on the Activities Field. 
1st Michigan Colonial Fife and Drum Corps will 
play Chester, and the Plymouth Fife and Drum 
Corps will play The Star Spangled Banner. 
All corps will be introduced by name and 
locality as they march off the field. 

1:15 p.m. Official muster begins with an explanation te 
the public of the importance of the fife and 
drum to the Colonial soldier. 


Corps playing individually between 1:25 p.m. and 4:35 p.m. 
will include: 

Ist Michigan Colonial Fife and Drum Corps 

Charles W. Dickerson Field Music Incorporated 

Junior Colonial Fife and Drum Corps 

Joshua Huddy's Fifes and Drums 

The Stony Creek Fife and Drum Corps 

Nutmeg Volunteer Junior Fife and Drum Corps 

Colonial Fife and Drum Corps 

Moodus Drum and Fife Corps 


Uniform presentation to explain the characteristics of each 
uniform (2 representatives from each corps). 


Plymouth Fife and Drum Corps 

The Mount Kisco Ancients Fife and Drum Corps 
Coginchaug Ancients, Junior Fife and Drum Corps 
C. A. Palmer Fife and Drum Corps 

Morris County Militia Junior Fife and Drum Corps 
Kentish Guards Fife and Drum Corps 

Courthouse Volunteers Fife and Drum Corps 
Tippecanoe Ancient Fife and Drum Corps 


TEKKET 
CONCERT TIMES AND AREAS 


Museum Entrance 
10:00 a.m. Ist Michigan Colonial Fife and Drum Corps 
3:00 p.m. Junior Colonial Fife and Drum Corps 
4:00 p.m. Moodus Drum and Fife Corps 
Village Entrance 
10:30 a.m. The Mount Kisco Ancients Fife and Drum Corps 
3:15 p.m. Joshua Huddy's Fifes and Drums 
4:15 p.m. Coginchaug Ancients. Junior Fife and Drum Corps 
5:15 p.m. Morris County Militia Junior Fife and Drum Corps 
Susquehanna 
1:30 p.m. C. A. Palmer Fife and Drum Corps 
2:30 p.m. Courthouse Volunteers Fife and Drum Corps 
3:30 p.m. The Stony Creek Fife and Drum Corps 
4:30 p.m. Plymouth Fife and Drum Corps 
Village Green 
2:45 p.m. Charles W. Dickerson Field Music Incorporated 
3:45 p.m. Colonial Fife and Drum Corps 
4:45 p.m. Nutmeg Volunteer Junior Fife and Drum Corps 
Suwanee Park 
2:30 p.m. Tippecanoe Ancient Fife and Drum Corps 
4:30 p.m. Kentish Guards Fife and Drum Corps 


SPECIAL DISPLAYS AND CRAFTS 
Village Green Fife and Drum Making —Pat Cooperman, 
Westbrook, Connecticut 





international 
festival 
event information 
HISTORIC FORT WAYNE 
3RD ANNUAL INDEPENDENCE EVE TWILIGHT CONCERT 
July 3, 1979 6:30 p.m. = 9:00 p.m. 
ж Жо Ж Жо} PROGRAM ж ж k Ж ж 


The. following banas and corps will present a panorama of 
over 200 years of American and foreign military music: 


* ¥ X (1ST HALF) x ж * 
1st Michigan Colonial Fife and Drum Corps 
5th Michigan Regimental Band 
C. W. Dickerson Field Music 


The 1st Marine Band 
(President Lincoln's Own) 


хох * INTERMISSION х * * 

CANNON FIRING DEMONSTRATION 
Loomis Battery 
* * * (2ND HALF) ххх 
1st Michigan Colonial Fife and Drum Corps 
Sth Michigan Regimental Band 
C. W. Dickerson Field Music 
The 1st Marine Band 


Winasor Police Pipe Band 


хо жо Ж Ж e Ж ETS 


wisıı EFORT WAYXYNEL 
July 7 - 8 August 4 = 5 
18th Century Civil War Living 
Military Muster History Weekend 
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Dickerson corps hits 50 


Fifty years ago, May 30, 1929, New Rochelle Boy Scout 
Troop 16, led by Elmer C. Hall, marched behind its own 
Fife Drum and Bugle Corps in the Memorial Day pa- 
rade. 


This year Charles W. Dickerson Field Music, Inc., of 
New Rochelle, will mark its anniversary with a commu- 
nity party in the rear of the Remington Boys Club follow- 
ing the Memorial Day Parade. 

A special focus of the celebration will be on Mrs. Es- 
telle Martin, mother of Byron Martin, who was scoutma- 
ster of the troop after Hall left and who was responsible 
for getting Sanford A. Moeller as instructor for the 
corps. Mrs. Martin celebrated her 100th birthday in Jan- 
uary and is still remembered by the members for her 
help and kindness to the corps through the early years of 
its beginnings. 

The Memorial Day event 
will kick off a year of celebrat- ж 
ing including a whirwind tour : 
of parades, musters and exhi- 
bitions. 

Although there are no cur- 
rent members of the original 
Dickerson Corps which ра- ; 
raded with Troop 16 50 years 
ago, there аге two members | 2 ЖЫ 
who marched іп 1931, who аге 2” 
still with the group. — a 

Passing through 10 years as part of Scout Troop 16 
and then 11 years under the banner of Maceo Bacon Post 
2882, Veterans of Foreign Wars, and 29 years as the inde- 








pendent Dickerson Corps, the group has adopted an insi- 
gnia which pays homage to all three phases of its 


existence. The upper left contains a first class Boy Scout 
pin symbol, upped right is the Veterans of Foreign Wars’ 
official insignia, and below these is the Dickerson em- 
blem. 

The new emblem, thought up by David Boddie and de- 
signed by Arthur Terry, will appear on the corps” new 
flag, shoulder patches, and other items to be available 
before the season is over. 

In addition to the travelling season to Michigan, 
Pennsylvania and Connecticut and New York, the corps 
will release a year book containing a complete history of 
the corps, pictures, and names of all those associated 
with it since its inception. 

Boddie is looking for old letters, pictures, or other 
memorabilia which might be included in the year book. 
If requested and possible, all material received will be 
returned to the donor, he says. Articles should be sent to 
David L. Boddie, 1467 Durham Road, Madison, Conn. 
06443. 














CWD 1001 


DICKERSON ON PARADE 


At last—the record that the Drum Corps world and the interested 
public has been waiting for is here. This is the Charles W. 
Dickerson Field Music Inc. from New Rochelle. New York on 
Parade with the strong steady beat and the stirring fife and bugle 
renditions that have made the Corps one of the favorites on the 
East Coast for years. 


This recording was made on a warm night. in a relatively crowded 
studio. It was almost an impromptu set-up or a Jam Session as 
a very short time passed between the arrangement date and the 
actual recording session. In view of this. the recording 1$ not 
perfect—l doubt that “Gus” Moeller would have let it be printed— 
but it is the Corps as it performs at any given parade It is good 
You will probably note minor imperfections in each section from 
time to time but it does not take away from the greatness that Is 
behind the arranging of the music and the general playing ability 
of each participant. In order to get a perfect recording one must 
select certain individuals from each section and have them prac- 
tice together for hours before recording We did not do this We 
wanted you to have a recording of the Corps as you will hear it 
on the street with whatever members are present We are neither 


CHARLES W. DICKERSON 
Field Music Incorporated 
Active Members At Time Of Recording 


a competitive nor a concert group—although we can hold our own 
in either category.—Marching music is our business and we feel 
it shows to perfection in this recording. You will not be able to sit 
still when the Corps breaks into the ‘Dixie Routine’: especially the 
last tune in this set which is called "Oyster River”. See if you can 
refrain from humming or whistling some of the famous old tune 
found in the Irish Routine’ 一 we dont believe you can. These are 
the things that make the Corps 
the beat affects e j the music. for the most part. is well 
known 





reat As it passes along the street 





In spite of the flaws 





advantage in this г 
fifes as they execu 
bugles especially 
pieces The close: 


"accompanied in certain 
the bass and snare drums play 
he entire record. We are 
you in fond memory 
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BUGLE SECTION BASS DRUM SECTION Selections 
John Ayers Charles Garrett Jr Robert Bynum Military Service SELECTIONS 
Lawrence Burgess Joseph Hollis Alonzo Coleman 
ыч Charles Р. Carter Albert Kinney (Leader Millarc Levister Leader SIDE A 
Charles Garrett Sr. Charles Wimberly å НЕ For] 
ML. e 18 E 
ri Gunthorpe н renead 
en Clarence Lord Andrew Justice Military Service. 
Fred Archer Gedei. James == Miller Lybrand Ф Charles A Nelson Leader 
William Garrett Curtis Taylor Kenneth Richardson S NCH ROUTINE 439 
Wayne Gunthorpe Arthur Terry ean Deuter REAM ROUTINE 910 
o FIELD MANAG! : з 
ы AGER 
Thomas C. Andrews. George Rhett Jr М PAR 
LJ neo deis George Rhet oser DICKERSON ON PARADE 
David L. Boddie (Leader) Samuel Romey 
Leonard Hill William Shaw DRUM MAJOR 
George Rhett Sr William Garrett 
Jacket Ovsign Story By 
Arthur Terry Dava M Boddm 
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CWD-1002-S 


BITS AND PIECES 


This is another recording made by the Charles W. Dickerson Corps 
and produced in the traditional Dickerson style 一 unrehearsed. un- 
expected and uncut, as was the recording session. The biggest 
change was in personnel. This recording includes more of the older 
drummers and an additional bugler or two and is another solid effort 
by the corps that has gained international fame as well as the respect 
of drum corps musicians throughout the East coast. 


This is Dickerson really "doing its thing" — using all of its different 
styles of music and including two vocal selections. Running down the 
repertoire used here, we find such pieces as “Но! Time In The Old 
Town Tonight" found in the starter routine, "Dear Hearts and 
Gentle People". in the yellow routine and such favorites among the 
ancients as "Old Saybrook." Іп the “Ring The Bells" group we find 
“Onward Christian Soldiers" and "Stand Up For Jesus.” The "Easy 
Does It" routine includes "The Children's Marching Song" and 
"Bells In My Heart” — truly modern popular tunes. "'Fifers Delight” 
brings us back to the realm of ancient type music popular with all 
of the ancient fife and drum corps. The routine has been used by 
the Dickerson Corps to begin "Ring of Friendship", which closes 
most ancient musters. This section includes such old favorites as 
"Grandfather's Clock," "Huntington," "Irish Reel" and ends with 
a drum solo called “25”, written by one of the corps’ members. As 
the title says, these are truly "bits and pieces” of style and variety 
A word of explanation about the vocal selections — there are no 
assigned parts; a song is called for, someone calls a tune, a pitch 
15 given, and away we go. This is real soul singing. The words are not 
always clear and may not even be correct, but the sound is good and 
this too is typical of Dickerson. It is the corps with the good big 
sound — whether playing or singing. 








The vocal selection on Side А is "Ваше Hymn of the Republic" 一 
shortened here to “Glory”. It is one tune that really needs no further 


CHARLES W. DICKERSON 
Field Music Incorporated 
Active Members at the Time of the Recording 
Summer 1967 


comment (incidentally, it is the same tune played by the fifes and 
drums later in the recording). The tune that concludes this record is 
"We've Come a Long Way Together.” Research as to the origin of 
the words and music is incomplete at the time of this writing, so 
we will not venture to comment on that phase of it. However, the 
song was first brought to the corps by "Gus" Moeller in 1937 and 
has been Dickerson's theme song ever since. It has real meaning 
to the older members of the corps and if you think we don't enjoy 
singing it, just listen to it. 


There you have it!!! 


Which is the better record — "Dickerson On Parade" or “Bits and 
Pieces"? You decide. Don't ask a member of Dickerson, because we 
don't agree among ourselves and if you ask your friends you'll prob- 
ably start an argument. It has been said that the Charles W. Dicker- 
son Corps only does two kinds of performances — good and better 
Which kind of performance this is you will have to decide 





There are so many individuals responsible for the long success of 
the corps that it would be impractical to name them all. This record- 
ing is dedicated to all of these people, from the group of five men 
and one woman who started the whole thing in a living room in New 
Rochelle in 1929 to the youngsters who have just recently joined the 
group. Those who are deceased will know that we carry their efforts 
with us everywhere we go and those who are alive will be proud of 
the efforts they have contributed and will stick their chests out just 
a little further. 


There is one other difference between this record and the first one 
the price. Sorry ‘bout that, but the cost of living 








BUGLE SECTION BASS DRUM SECTION 
John Ayers Charles Garrett Jr. Robert Bynum SELECTIONS 
Lawrence Burgess Joseph Hollis Alonzo Coleman че 
Charies F. Carter Albert Kinney (Leader) Millard Levister (Leader) Met 
Charles Garrett Sr Charles Wimberly ROU 
COLOR GUARD YELLOW ROUTINE 
FIFE SECTION Ear! Gunthorpe OLD SAYBROOK 
Roland Allen Clarence Lord Andrew Justice (Military Service) RING THE BELLS 
Fred Archer (Leader) James Small Miller Lybrand GLORY (vocal) 
William Garrett Curtis Taylor Charles H. Nelson (Leader) 16:38 
jayne Gunthorpe Arthur Terry Kenneth Richardson 
SNARE DRUM SECTION Alexander Dexter sor 
Thomas C. Andrews George Rhett Jr er EASY DOES IT — BELLS — 
Leonard Ayers Jerome Rhett Willen сыған CHILDREN'S GLORY (Instrumental) 
David L. Boddie (Leader) Samuel Romey FIFER'S DELIGHT 
Leonard Hill William Shaw FIELD MANAGER WE'VE COME A LONG WAY (vocal) 
George Rhett Sr Clarence Glenn 18:52 
Шу дас ‚БЫШ. выве 


1 WE'VE COME А LONG 
WAY TOGETHER 





AND WE STILL HAVE 
A LONG WAY TO GO 
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This book is published and sold by the Charles W. Dickerson Field 
Music Corp. of New Rochelle, New York. Any republication, in whole or 
== part, or sales, without written consent of the Executive Committee of 


the Organization is prohibited. 


1st. Printing June 1981 
= Shannon Printing Co. 


d Deep River, Conn. 
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